TRADE ADJUSTMENT ASSISTANCE FOR WORKERS 2021R
TRAINING WITH USDOL
JULY 14, 2021


Q:	What is the petition series number now? 99?
A:	98000+ is the petition series number for 2021R.

Q:	Reversion affects petitions filed after 7/1/21, not necessarily certified, correct? So, if a petition got filed before 7/1/21 and got certified after that, would still follow 2015.  Correct?
A:	Yes.  If a petition was filed June 30, 2021 or before, it would fall under the previous law.  Keep in mind that the petition numbers under 2021R will be 98000+.

Q:	Is the State of Illinois responsible for setting up the rapid response meetings?
A:	It is a coordinated effort between the DCEO Rapid Response Team and the local areas.  The process has not changed.  It has been the same for many years.  IDES also participates in the Rapid Response efforts.

Q:	Is the 7th condition for training approval being eliminated?
A:	We still require you to provide the 7th condition for the industry recognized credential.  Completion TRA cannot be received with this, so we ask for that information at the initial approval.

Q:	Is there already a list or relationships with those offering work based trainings that we can touch base with?
A:	Each local area would establish their own list of providers that would offer work based training in that local area.

Q:	But an IEP and training plan are still required to issue a waiver, correct?
A:	Yes.  An IEP and a training plan is required before issuing a waiver.

Q:	With the 8th weeks from certification and 16 weeks after qualifying separation new rules, if there is a certification that occurs long after the workers were laid off we would basically have less than 2 months to outreach, provide assessment, develop training plan, and enroll in training or issue waiver. If it is a very large event and it is not possible for the LWIA to serve everyone on time, would this be a situation where equitable tolling could still be used?
A:	Yes.  We would make the determination for the equitable tolling on an individual basis.


Notes from Trade Staff:

· The funding for case management services for participants served under petition numbers 98000+ will go back to the 1EC and 1DC funding mechanism.  We will provide more training in August.

· The biggest change here is that a participant eligible under a 98000+ certification can attend part-time training and could still receive TRA payments.  We will work with IT and IDES on any changes that need to be made to IWDS entries and communicate to you any changes.

· For any participant eligible under certifications 98000+ will require that you include in your 6 conditions case note that you have researched any work based training opportunities for the participant and a justification for not enrolling them in a work based training program.

· The State of Illinois will be issuing a new Form #001 BRO and Form #004 Bona Fide Application (210 Form) for the 2021R program.  The 210 form needs to be signed at the same time as the BRO.

· Timely Rapid Response and enrollment meetings will be critical to ensuring the participants eligible under 98,000+ certifications are enrolled within the 8 weeks of certification or within 16 weeks of separation.



