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Over 50 thousand lllinois licenses are suspended each year because drivers can’t pay tickets,
fines, or fees; or for other reasons unrelated to bad driving. If you can’t work, you can’t pay. If
you can’t pay, you can’t work. The debt cycle continues, hurting individuals, families,
businesses, communities, and taxpayers.

Over 80%

of lllinoisans

drive to work,

and a license is

required just to apply for many jobs.1

After curbing non-moving suspensions
in 2012, WA State freed up about

70,000 annual law
enforcement hours to
prioritize public safety.’

The Northern District of lllinois leads
the nation in Chapter 13 bankruptcy. A
third to half of people

are filing because local

National experts agree: DMV’s aren’t debt
collectors. Driver’s licenses should be suspended
for highway safety reasons only, not for debt
collection or other non-moving violations.”

[llinois is an outlier: the majority of states do not
suspend licenses for unpaid parking tickets.’
Excessive license suspension increases
unemployment. A New Jersey study found that
42% of individuals lost their jobs following the
suspension of their licenses.®

An lllinois survey found job loss for half of
suspended drivers.’

The impact is disproportionate. Black and Latino
drivers are more likely than white drivers to be
stopped by the police, to be fined or arrested for

governments have
suspended, or are
threatening to suspend,
their driver’s licenses or seize
their cars over debt. >

traffic offenses, and to suffer undue fines or
incarceration.®

Here’s how the License to Work Act helps:

e Eliminates driver’s license suspension as a penalty for most non-driving violations, including:
o Failing to pay parking, compliance, or tollway tickets, fines, or fees
o Beingjudged to be a “truant minor”
o Criminal trespass to a vehicle, and a handful of other non-driving violations

e Allows an individual whose license was suspended under any of these provisions to have their
license reinstated.
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