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﻿Happy New Year From the
Illinois Works Bid Credit

Program Team!

Need Help Navigating
the IL Works Bid Credit

Program?

We’re Here to Help!

Join our Technical Assistance open office hours, held EVERY Thursday from
10am-11am. No RSVP is required!! Drop in anytime between 10am - 11am for
individualized, one-on-one assistance with technological tools or just general

questions about IL Works Bid Credit Program. We can even help get you
registered with the Bid Credit Program, complete an Apprentice Report (to

request bid credits), or direct you to Career Services so you can find your next
Qualified Apprentice.

Join the Webex link below:

https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?
MTID=m91f9558125f6f6179e96d9c10a962208

You can also email us directly at CEO.BidCreditProgram@illinois.gov. We
look forward to hearing from you! 

https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?MTID=m91f9558125f6f6179e96d9c10a962208
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?MTID=m91f9558125f6f6179e96d9c10a962208
mailto:CEO.BidCreditProgram@illinois.gov


HIRE360 – ILWPP Graduate Asante
McKinney 

After years in healthcare, Asante McKinney made the courageous
decision to build a new future in the construction trades. While balancing
overnight shifts and raising her young son, she completed the Illinois
Works Pre-Apprenticeship Program through HIRE360. Today, she is a
paid trainee with IBEW Local 701 in DuPage County, taking the next
step toward a stable career in the electrical trades and a brighter future
for her family.

Asante shared her story at this year’s Tradeswomen Build
Nations Conference in front of 6,000 attendees, the largest gathering of
tradeswomen in North America. HIRE360 was honored to stand
alongside partners and graduates shaping the industry’s future. The
event also featured insights from Cattie Tenzillo, HIRE360’s Manager of
Training and Mentorship, who spoke about the power of mentorship in
creating lasting opportunities for women to succeed in the trades.

Hear from Asante on NPR here. Thank you to Illinois AFL-CIO and The
Chicago & Cook County Building & Construction Trades Council for
helping to share her story.

How Can You Earn Bid Credits?

FIRST, in order for you to earn Bid Credits, your employee/apprentice MUST
be a Qualified Apprentice. What exactly is a Qualified Apprentice? A Qualified
Apprentice is an employee who meets ALL of the following criteria:

has graduated from an Illinois Works Pre-apprenticeship Program
is actively enrolled in a USDOL-Registered Apprenticeship Program in
the construction trades
is 6 years or less from the date enrolled in the USDOL- Registered
Apprenticeship Program 

If you have hired a Qualified Apprentice, here is an example of how much
you could earn in a year (Using the highest and lowest paid trades according

to IDOL):
 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1eb3NjrK0KqOpE2oWfgj29c5_MIy-mPdBytG_9rB6m2i6SxDUIxUYisjKrv-gZGDH0gywQf2Maqb7zUYsznk9GsqSYtjTIlGA6auSJ1iKFUhc86eUqqWsmHJRfdNnGHbngxgeA3qIUAIHyiW3-CwQV3oNEaJcyL9tzU393J4xrLFldtON3V_Q6v_-ZTnsEy5FsO8nWz-gylMDAbO7_osTjPpfKADAnA7oOvjYhf593J_cL7MQKswNoL8tm-yiAnj52gHr8jIbJcFLtxIRH6cVKwG5v8unNfT7TbpW5DkSBCImLP-iHIoS1iYaj0tvsNDN33OHWNVOoHjkRostsWyXSmr65woj0sGXnLcHnFR930fC2shyhggvfFer99qihWpPKN96Hq7VUB1Lvocr6DCu1XhadD6pWL0ThTh03lT4N_4/https%3A%2F%2Fhire360chicago.com%2Filworks_digital%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1eb3NjrK0KqOpE2oWfgj29c5_MIy-mPdBytG_9rB6m2i6SxDUIxUYisjKrv-gZGDH0gywQf2Maqb7zUYsznk9GsqSYtjTIlGA6auSJ1iKFUhc86eUqqWsmHJRfdNnGHbngxgeA3qIUAIHyiW3-CwQV3oNEaJcyL9tzU393J4xrLFldtON3V_Q6v_-ZTnsEy5FsO8nWz-gylMDAbO7_osTjPpfKADAnA7oOvjYhf593J_cL7MQKswNoL8tm-yiAnj52gHr8jIbJcFLtxIRH6cVKwG5v8unNfT7TbpW5DkSBCImLP-iHIoS1iYaj0tvsNDN33OHWNVOoHjkRostsWyXSmr65woj0sGXnLcHnFR930fC2shyhggvfFer99qihWpPKN96Hq7VUB1Lvocr6DCu1XhadD6pWL0ThTh03lT4N_4/https%3A%2F%2Fhire360chicago.com%2Filworks_digital%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1z7pxLhVA0ufH_JHg-RT2mGirIry8Et7UX-qs0-2dDxaSS08MmmeZBew9xd1AQt4aofYljs0hYq6_yPO1sHX37rKE8dZv-urb0crcvJ9moNz9pBbGnckPJthQrtul3x_eUA8BlneVj6lgiCX8XwmZx4KNOLzvkYSy4LC9zxiS6L0ILff7bOqXN6x076Br-F1404CH4RgjqbqofHvE0lRTRrdaWQFpp7FQKNfIqpFX4sluM3xHttThRpAdsvi_KWUOufz8v31tPOPekie19VSU30xrfRZF9JSjPNbhw3_M92_x3d1zN_cfeS9hAleLrP0fxLRkFF9RVXBvfU3ZzLXur9X-R1j6iKL_brwT4qWXp2YpHw-ewFCrCLuGdZ6J2jl9JC7bF25d3othEVggh-kruqkSrn8o9DW8_DdY5vGnkN8/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ibew701.org%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1BB-dxz5-41Ob6lwsa9QKiMNSgLtyUrEhtv1k7wfbOqZlbCE6T0vU9uROQ7_yhR_3MEFMiwHJhZrUtZbAWiN1vZCB7bDmXulcsnRE6Qhy-aDW9sMKtQA7OyjmFfi5fWJBB1RcjovbCoNEUpsojPaunDxS3MuJ6RJ2MCKyYPV5E5uXlTtOP8Ml8F8f-jwM2UJ1lL1Vh7V5pwq7X_bxWB6pi3KkF5DNC7x4oGLWra_n5rLEDYNAHPIlFnhJpCsyVoTFEY1JgbqpeRmO37AP_wbufFukUrrgyjf4JaimlqePvOpfPPt9r7mJN88Q4p5sBWXxkKKwig7yzqjG0E8oFzvWBvgQn6DVPt5DP0H_niy72PysgMRKhVnYefDWp3wve5bHAQgjuH6fmsRGwLhhGSmlW46tEuBnIjTot1cGuzRl1iA/https%3A%2F%2Ftradesfutures.org%2Finitiatives%2Ftradeswomen-build-nations%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1BB-dxz5-41Ob6lwsa9QKiMNSgLtyUrEhtv1k7wfbOqZlbCE6T0vU9uROQ7_yhR_3MEFMiwHJhZrUtZbAWiN1vZCB7bDmXulcsnRE6Qhy-aDW9sMKtQA7OyjmFfi5fWJBB1RcjovbCoNEUpsojPaunDxS3MuJ6RJ2MCKyYPV5E5uXlTtOP8Ml8F8f-jwM2UJ1lL1Vh7V5pwq7X_bxWB6pi3KkF5DNC7x4oGLWra_n5rLEDYNAHPIlFnhJpCsyVoTFEY1JgbqpeRmO37AP_wbufFukUrrgyjf4JaimlqePvOpfPPt9r7mJN88Q4p5sBWXxkKKwig7yzqjG0E8oFzvWBvgQn6DVPt5DP0H_niy72PysgMRKhVnYefDWp3wve5bHAQgjuH6fmsRGwLhhGSmlW46tEuBnIjTot1cGuzRl1iA/https%3A%2F%2Ftradesfutures.org%2Finitiatives%2Ftradeswomen-build-nations%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1bi8o09XmMtA_e8oIuok2TBcpIm32vSjSBAjCdCtnkUufoAxBfURxpYm7jkORxBwYr32A04KUDEY73dJxuj8MJ4cXlbIlLMOArCRMD9Eej8xT8A1A_bPGkfQV5x8pLC3kBa7h1x_N_zP4LAn8nJAtcOqYZXuNI849cS-pXOPEnhiKsPqYpErgpMHkWJ0-IEJIous3PGR9rZtgpy9Dn4Kj8PXyWeECoVul31n_hLWVnvEZsX1dhV-lICrJpUiExidrJhd0FumWts2U-oBhZqeOktGWSrr93BjKR1_aqReyJyDi3-luAo6JDlhFWbrCNArY7uqlIF7uYPKeKOrrOO4Os7G0hV1OKE6WVtJK5Lpbg7Aj06sRVqWcr1h7kH1H_gZtT_5nnqAV6IWLk9j1kWV0cTuW4uNoXrkfO31Ddh6V1AI/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.npr.org%2F2025%2F09%2F21%2Fnx-s1-5545716%2Finside-the-largest-gathering-of-unionized-tradeswomen-in-the-world-talk-of-tariffs
https://secure-web.cisco.com/18cBNT637TBcmXZu6CVGB68__GN1twtdqJOBn2Es3l7EGkC4D4SzDlU-BOODbWdHx9rgUNN9A8znEGmO5wqXQAqSuI7vbcvuLfQEvIx9NreTdypiWNnmNwjnTYscfH6KO5GSY0zZjPNwAd1QgKjMGIdx74tWP0ku5_P2sRGc0v7D13fkmuMZPGGD9Sjr4vLK8YGvML6djXw9LAC6EsNprodnEdpgJVvoXmSqGgpFdiirJ0gwE77_rf3rJ4RFKr8PDqpVjMGOzkPSizZ8hRUK_17xUeH_6dWyHAqidCrHWMRFHM8n6T8L7hqSN1a05va-Gn_dzor1ERsYBnYfUgpvGsF1kWygM0sp2vwN1Cnvvukx1jnOlUJE3h-M9mAEKMCaeoWMdWHzyCFCHIGM1-gvsc1yVy9hvTKPZyWSAtqQPHB8/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ilaflcio.org%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1VElafloHB5eiZU2mWqSc-ix_VYzLJ-bhtdIbHUSh5yGtKi046WZHh6FCtpvN0mtW5l8hLwRafX0kyDHxLF73BbbbUed0ZJDiozbKXir271CG_DTSLNASmQFPtZLXeJ5rqCOf8kCnu679owUCEf9__KeIpRusx0kl6qYtpnYgNzrGC_KvxI2vqEGnBTwDTvUpnRRqz51Dt1MKrJ3DTSs0qZZ8KS9_G0WuYc22yetG42mEmXmk4EORTG3uCNZ-eFoqCD9qvI5URz9tag3PtLluK0PdCeLoIX34vroY9P4LwgE2UhUXL_PsEgxamOevpsEopY1nQJ-uy1f0yybZWrXa-Pv9O2_SOANxcTql_g6hmKkQrZjYQl_x-jrvjtTdu7AH05wk_4uUBVTYDrUPHwNrPvfSeORkXNKcpHnZ6k8twOw/https%3A%2F%2Fchicagobuildingtrades.org%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1VElafloHB5eiZU2mWqSc-ix_VYzLJ-bhtdIbHUSh5yGtKi046WZHh6FCtpvN0mtW5l8hLwRafX0kyDHxLF73BbbbUed0ZJDiozbKXir271CG_DTSLNASmQFPtZLXeJ5rqCOf8kCnu679owUCEf9__KeIpRusx0kl6qYtpnYgNzrGC_KvxI2vqEGnBTwDTvUpnRRqz51Dt1MKrJ3DTSs0qZZ8KS9_G0WuYc22yetG42mEmXmk4EORTG3uCNZ-eFoqCD9qvI5URz9tag3PtLluK0PdCeLoIX34vroY9P4LwgE2UhUXL_PsEgxamOevpsEopY1nQJ-uy1f0yybZWrXa-Pv9O2_SOANxcTql_g6hmKkQrZjYQl_x-jrvjtTdu7AH05wk_4uUBVTYDrUPHwNrPvfSeORkXNKcpHnZ6k8twOw/https%3A%2F%2Fchicagobuildingtrades.org%2F
https://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/014/014006800A00200R.html
https://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/014/014006800A00200R.html
https://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/014/014006800A00200R.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/illinoisworks/preapprenticeship.html


﻿Trade Title
Mean

Prevailing
Wage Effective

9/1/2025

Bid Credit
Earnings for 1

Year (2,080
hours)

Bid Credit
Earnings for 6
Years (12,480

hours)

Electric Power
Lineman

$64.24 $66,809.60 $400,857.60

Painter Over 30
Ft.

$33.88 $35,235.20 $211,411.20

(Bid Credits can be calculated by taking the hours your Qualified Apprentice
worked X the mean prevailing wage for the trade worked X $0.50)

Find out how much your trade can earn!

Click Here!

HIRE360 – ILWPP Graduate Julian Diaz

South Side native Julian Diaz is
forging his path in the trades as a
new electrical apprentice. After
connecting with HIRE360 at a high
school trade fair, he completed
the Illinois Works Pre-
Apprenticeship program and
stayed in touch with his coordinator,
while waiting for the opportunity to
join the union.
 
His patience paid off when Julian
was accepted into the program and
began his apprenticeship this fall
with IBEW Local 9. Along the way,
he earned his CDL license and
gained the preparation needed to
succeed.

If you are looking to hire an ILWPP Graduate to help you start earning
bid credits, you should get connected with our Illinois Works Career
Services team. Their goal is to connect Contractors with ILWPP
Graduates, which can in turn help you earn Bid Credits! You can email
them at ceo.ilwcareerservices@Illinois.gov or click the Job Order
Request or Graduate List Request below!

Illinois Works Job Order Request

https://files.constantcontact.com/d7bf0fae901/7de5cdef-32a9-420a-bc49-6b859a39636b.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1eb3NjrK0KqOpE2oWfgj29c5_MIy-mPdBytG_9rB6m2i6SxDUIxUYisjKrv-gZGDH0gywQf2Maqb7zUYsznk9GsqSYtjTIlGA6auSJ1iKFUhc86eUqqWsmHJRfdNnGHbngxgeA3qIUAIHyiW3-CwQV3oNEaJcyL9tzU393J4xrLFldtON3V_Q6v_-ZTnsEy5FsO8nWz-gylMDAbO7_osTjPpfKADAnA7oOvjYhf593J_cL7MQKswNoL8tm-yiAnj52gHr8jIbJcFLtxIRH6cVKwG5v8unNfT7TbpW5DkSBCImLP-iHIoS1iYaj0tvsNDN33OHWNVOoHjkRostsWyXSmr65woj0sGXnLcHnFR930fC2shyhggvfFer99qihWpPKN96Hq7VUB1Lvocr6DCu1XhadD6pWL0ThTh03lT4N_4/https%3A%2F%2Fhire360chicago.com%2Filworks_digital%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1eb3NjrK0KqOpE2oWfgj29c5_MIy-mPdBytG_9rB6m2i6SxDUIxUYisjKrv-gZGDH0gywQf2Maqb7zUYsznk9GsqSYtjTIlGA6auSJ1iKFUhc86eUqqWsmHJRfdNnGHbngxgeA3qIUAIHyiW3-CwQV3oNEaJcyL9tzU393J4xrLFldtON3V_Q6v_-ZTnsEy5FsO8nWz-gylMDAbO7_osTjPpfKADAnA7oOvjYhf593J_cL7MQKswNoL8tm-yiAnj52gHr8jIbJcFLtxIRH6cVKwG5v8unNfT7TbpW5DkSBCImLP-iHIoS1iYaj0tvsNDN33OHWNVOoHjkRostsWyXSmr65woj0sGXnLcHnFR930fC2shyhggvfFer99qihWpPKN96Hq7VUB1Lvocr6DCu1XhadD6pWL0ThTh03lT4N_4/https%3A%2F%2Fhire360chicago.com%2Filworks_digital%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1y4JVf2zJKcaK2hmH362KITKLCJOWYkL7YuHBWIvzIkC57rlx7LDBgJ6GTSUDrAoz_yMHQqIa3js7njNWPZ0wWkx2bjWCWZNmdzVoEerQa3iQhGpTAPj3lHKB3NjgMGTXtkPfxbnJENFPlxLAX8d8AnfZB4AiAKQ_ZMNjjcqnIVeaZo1H5n4uUIJiqV6z3SfUeRbCuEW1Y9KglmFAkhTVeU8gPYzBtgKgbqO3iLNlQPnFizxcHkLJasMoi3HtWMVYSvL3pSyvxKI6Xckf0JAxrRNC-D6iQQ2w5djmObFPLMOQatV_FfqWU_nSl3JtlLfYbjHU8j4OsAegnKbhIPUJe-XYyRYO5JTMJ_aJC5aB1AotQmwXeO3PRyLBZk2a4ikMDSE8-ayOaRVyMSanEqUnE3BQ7LBgpfrKTf5gr80X0LU/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ibew9.org%2F
https://dceo.illinois.gov/illinoisworks/career-services.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/illinoisworks/career-services.html
mailto:ceo.ilwcareerservices@Illinois.gov
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/78202f804e2a44228168394ae9ed0934


Graduate List Request

Newsletter Highlight & ILWPP Graduate
Success Stories

We love graduate success stories! We also would love a chance to
feature your company/organization/graduate in our newsletter!

Do you have an ILWPP graduate/apprentice that you would like to
recognize for their remarkable achievement or for overcoming a

significant challenge? 

If so, please submit the following form and someone from the BCP team
will be in touch with you.

BCP Newsletter Highlight Form

December 2025 New Contractor Shoutout!

T N T Construction, Inc.

Bid Credit Launch Q&A
Click on each box for the answer!

How Much Can I
Earn?

Is My Apprentice
Bid Credit Eligible?

Bid Credit
Submission Tips?

North America’s Building Trades Unions Career
Day

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/2a487a3ed0d94289b9e7234f76de802c
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/7691eafbbe6d4fdd9b2add83b9935b77
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/7691eafbbe6d4fdd9b2add83b9935b77
https://files.constantcontact.com/d7bf0fae901/322db8b7-824e-43ee-a0f1-5fc23a96e342.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/d7bf0fae901/322db8b7-824e-43ee-a0f1-5fc23a96e342.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/d7bf0fae901/3924e044-34fb-47a6-a3ca-be3e5babd273.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/d7bf0fae901/3924e044-34fb-47a6-a3ca-be3e5babd273.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/d7bf0fae901/9581022f-5357-4c2c-9431-fa593c2f11ac.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/d7bf0fae901/9581022f-5357-4c2c-9431-fa593c2f11ac.pdf


The North America’s Building Trades
Unions Career Day was Tuesday,
November 18, at the Bank of
Springfield (BoS) Center in
Springfield, IL. Both the Bid Credit
Program and the Career Services
Teams were fortunate to be able to
attend this open house event hosted
by North America’s Building Trades
Unions. Career Day is intended to
give students exposure to the
construction trades as an alternative
to the traditional college career path.
Local high schools and trade schools
were invited to attend the one-day
event, but it was also open to the
public. Anyone interested in the
construction trades was welcome to
attend the free event.

(Pictured above, left to right: Rosalia
Boccardi, Bid Credit Program; Emily,

Sheetmetal Workers Local 218)

Read More

Illinois Works In the News

Illinois Ranks #1 for Workforce
Development in Midwest, Climbs to
#3 in the Nation 

Illinois pre-apprenticeship programs
boost tradesworker diversity

Illinois pre-apprenticeship programs
boost women and minorities in
construction, study says

HIRE360 To Celebrate First Graduating Class Of Illinois Works Pre-
Apprenticeship Program In Will County

 

Upcoming Bid Credit Program Events

If you have an upcoming meeting or event where you think the BCP Team
could outreach the advantages of the program to your organization, email us at

CEO.BidCreditProgram@illinois.gov. 

Upcoming Bid Credit Program Webinars

https://files.constantcontact.com/d7bf0fae901/2ad3ca89-4062-4b4b-a86d-00603405572f.pdf
https://www.illinois.gov/news/release.html?releaseid=32077
https://www.illinois.gov/news/release.html?releaseid=32077
https://www.illinois.gov/news/release.html?releaseid=32077
https://www.constructiondive.com/news/illinois-apprenticeship-programs-diversity/760146/
https://www.constructiondive.com/news/illinois-apprenticeship-programs-diversity/760146/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/work/2025/08/20/illinois-preapprenticeship-programs-women-minorities-construction
https://chicago.suntimes.com/work/2025/08/20/illinois-preapprenticeship-programs-women-minorities-construction
https://chicago.suntimes.com/work/2025/08/20/illinois-preapprenticeship-programs-women-minorities-construction
https://www.wjol.com/hire360-to-celebrate-first-graduating-class-of-illinois-works-pre-apprenticeship-program-in-will-county/
https://www.wjol.com/hire360-to-celebrate-first-graduating-class-of-illinois-works-pre-apprenticeship-program-in-will-county/
mailto:CEO.BidCreditProgram@illinois.gov


Advantages of the Bid Credit
Program Webinar
 
This UPDATED informational
webinar will provide updates from
the administrative rules that have
been approved. 

Effectively Earning Bid Credits
Webinar
 
This NEW webinar will provide
instructions on how to use our Bid
Credit platform and how to earn Bid
Credits.

Please check our website for upcoming dates and times for both webinars!
Keep an eye out for another email from us with webinar dates and times, as

well as registration links!

Timeline to Launch

Are you prepared now that the BCP has
launched? Please follow the steps below to ensure
your company is ready:

1. Register for your own BCP Account Number
2. Bookmark the BCP Webpage
3. Request an ILWPP graduate
4. Review the Contractor Registry for

networking opportunities
5. Begin requesting Bid Credits for a qualified

apprentice using the Bid Credit Apprentice
Report

 

Learn more about the Bid Credit Program

Illinois Works Bid Credit Program

Illinois Works Graduate Request

Contractor Registration Form

Bid Credit Apprentice Report

Bid Credit Certificate Request

 

DCEO - Illinois Works | 555 W. Monroe | Chicago, IL 60661 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://dceo.illinois.gov/illinoisworks/bidcredit.html
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/0197d09f32547634b70da6f589228ce1
https://dceo.illinois.gov/illinoisworks/bidcredit.html
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/78202f804e2a44228168394ae9ed0934
https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/illinoisworks/documents/bcp-registry.pdf
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/0197d09f3124748aa55823d1c21385bd
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/0197d09f3124748aa55823d1c21385bd
https://dceo.illinois.gov/illinoisworks/bidcredit.html
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/2a487a3ed0d94289b9e7234f76de802c
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/0197d09f32547634b70da6f589228ce1
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/0197d09f3124748aa55823d1c21385bd
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/0197d09f308d705595c975b67d432729
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice


https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=ef030e74-3287-4275-a667-eec325a8e6ad
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=ef030e74-3287-4275-a667-eec325a8e6ad

