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About ISAC
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“Providing Illinois students with information and assistance to help make 
education beyond high school accessible and affordable”

We administer scholarships and grants to students across the State of 
Illinois

We provide professional development offerings on navigating the financial aid 
process, resources and support for underrepresented students, and understanding 
student loan repayment/forgiveness programs



Agenda

1. Background and Legislation 
2. Getting Started with PaCE
3. PaCE Implementation Process
4. Resources and Support Options
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Background of PaCE

May 2016: The Illinois House and Senate unanimously pass the Postsecondary and 
Workforce Readiness (PWR) Act

July 2016: The PWR Act is signed into law and partners the four education 
agencies to develop and establish a system to ensure high school students are 

college and career ready

July 2017: Deadline for education agencies to adopt and recommend a 
framework that outlines the Illinois PaCE Framework

May 2022: Public Act 102-0917 signed into law and builds upon the PWR Act with 
a focus on PaCE and College and Career Pathway Endorsements

July 2023: The four state education agencies adopted and publicized an updated 
Illinois PaCE Framework
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Components of the PWR Act

9https://pwract.org/

• Four components of the PWR Act
• PaCE
• College and Career Pathway 

Endorsements (CCPEs)
• Transitional Instruction – Math and 

English
• Competency-Based Education Pilot

https://pwract.org/


Public Act 102-0917 Overview

• Signed into law on May 27, 2022, and became effective January 1, 
2023

• Builds upon the PWR Act and focuses on two main components
• Illinois PaCE Framework (Illinois PaCE)
• College & Career Pathway Endorsements (CCPEs)

• Amends certain sections of the Illinois School Code, for public high 
schools and Chicago Public Schools (CPS)

10ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=3296&GAID=16&DocTypeI
D=HB&LegID=132230&SessionID=110&SpecSess=&Session=&GA=102

https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=3296&GAID=16&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=132230&SessionID=110&SpecSess=&Session=&GA=102


Public Act 102-0917 – Education Agencies 

• No later than July 1, 2023 – Completed! 
• The four state education agencies, with appropriate stakeholders, will 

adopt and publicize an update to the Illinois PaCE Framework that extends 
to 6th grade

• No later than July 1, 2024:
• Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) shall publish and maintain a current 

database, by region, of employer champions for work-based learning and 
career readiness programs

• ISBE shall publish and maintain an inventory of resources available to 
support school districts in implementing CCPEs

11ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=3296&GAID=16&DocTypeI
D=HB&LegID=132230&SessionID=110&SpecSess=&Session=&GA=102

https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=3296&GAID=16&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=132230&SessionID=110&SpecSess=&Session=&GA=102


Public Act 102-0917 – Adopting PaCE 
for Chicago Public Schools

• No later than July 1, 2024:
• CPS shall adopt and commence implementation of a PaCE Framework for 

grades 6-12 aligned to the framework adopted by the State agencies
• The CPS framework shall be available on a prominent location on the 

district’s website
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https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=3296&GAID=16&DocTypeID=HB&LegID=132230&SessionID=110&SpecSess=&Session=&GA=102


Public Act 102-0917 – Adopting and 
Implementing PaCE for School Districts

• No later than July 1, 2025
• A school district (other than CPS) shall adopt and commence 

implementation of career exploration and career development activities in 
accordance with a PaCE Framework for grades 6 – 12

• A school district’s framework shall be available in a prominent location on 
the district’s website

• A school district (other than CPS) serving grades 9 – 12 must have elected 
to implement CCPEs or must have opted out of implementation
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Public Act 102-0917 – Offering 
CCPEs

• CPS must have elected to implement CCPEs for:
• Class of 2026 – offer at least one endorsement area
• Class of 2028 – offer at least two endorsement areas
• Class of 2030 – offer at least three endorsement areas if the district has an 

enrollment of more than 350 students
• School districts, other than CPS, must have elected to implement 

CCPEs for:
• Class of 2027 – offer at least one endorsement area 
• Class of 2029 – offer at least two endorsement areas
• Class of 2031 – offer at least three endorsement areas if the district has an 

enrollment of more than 350 students

14
ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=3296&GAID=16&DocTypeI
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Making the Connection

• Benchmarks on the 
Illinois PaCE 
Framework help 
support and meet 
both College and 
Career Readiness 
Indicators (CCRIs) 
and CCPEs

15www.isac.org/pace/il-pace-resource-materials

https://www.isac.org/pace/il-pace-resource-materials.html


Public Act 102-0917 – Opting Out

• A school board may opt out of implementation of all or part of the 
requirements by considering the following: 

• School district’s current systems for college and career readiness
• School district’s cost of implementation balanced against the potential benefits to 

students 
• Willingness and capacity of local businesses to partner with SD for successful 

implementation of pathways
• Willingness of higher education institutions to partner with SD for successful 

implementation of pathways and the availability of dual credit opportunities under the 
Dual Credit Quality Act

• Availability of a statewide database of participating local business partners for the 
purpose of career readiness and the accessibility of those partners to the school district

• Availability of teachers meeting faculty credential standards for dual credit courses in the 
endorsement area

• School district must report its board findings and decision to ISBE
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ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=3296&GAID=16&DocTypeI
D=HB&LegID=132230&SessionID=110&SpecSess=&Session=&GA=102
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HR 681 – Celebrate College & 
Career Readiness

• Resolution was adopted March 17, 2022, and became effective immediately

17
https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=681&GAID=16&DocTypeID=HR&L
egId=140447&SessionID=110&GA=102

ISAC

• Publish an annual 
report documenting 
and recognizing the 
leadership of districts 
in implementing a 
PaCE Framework

ISBE

• Publish an annual 
report documenting 
and recognizing the 
leadership of eligible 
districts implementing 
CCPEs

• Encourage all districts 
serving 9-12th grades 
to implement CCPE in 
multiple areas in 
collaboration with 
postsecondary and 
workforce partners

ISAC & ISBE

• Encourage all districts 
serving grades 8-12th 
to implement their 
own PaCE Framework

• Encourage districts to 
extend the PaCE 
framework to serve 
earlier grades

https://ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=681&GAID=16&DocTypeID=HR&LegId=140447&SessionID=110&GA=102
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Getting Started with PaCE
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PaCE Frameworks Across the 
State

• ISAC has identified 148 schools and 
districts who are implementing PaCE

• 94 customized (26 w/ISAC)
• 54 adopted Illinois PaCE

• We have created a repository of 
frameworks, available at 
www.isac.org/pace
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http://www.isac.org/pace


Purpose of a Framework

• Serves as a tool to guide college and career readiness efforts
• A framework provides:

• Sustainability – enables college and career readiness efforts to be 
replicated from year to year

• Accountability – allows all staff to understand the expectations for college 
and career readiness at each grade level

• Flexibility – can be adjusted to meet the needs of the student population 
and scaled-up as needed
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Illinois PaCE Framework – High School



Components of the Illinois PaCE 
Framework

• A student should be supported to:
• Action items or experiences

• A student should know:
• Understand key concepts

• A student should have:
• Completion of time-sensitive tasks

22

ISBE, ICCB, IBHE, ISAC
7/1/2023

By the end of 9th grade

By the end of 10th grade

By the end of 11th grade

By the end of 12th grade



Illinois PaCE Framework – Middle 
School



Components of Middle School 
Framework

• A student should be supported to:
• A student should be exposed to 

24

By the end of 8th grade

By the end of 7th grade

By the end of 6th grade

ISBE, ICCB, IBHE, ISAC
7/1/2023



Select a Framework

• Schools and districts can either adopt the Illinois PaCE Framework 
or customize a PaCE framework

25www.isac.org/pace/il-pace-resource-materials

https://www.isac.org/pace/il-pace-resource-materials.html


Adopting the Illinois PaCE 
Framework

• Review each benchmark on the Illinois PaCE Framework and 
consider:

• Administration support and/or approval
• Available resources
• Benchmarks that align with CCRIs
• Needs of the student population
• Partnerships within community
• Potential costs
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Developing a Customized 
Framework

• Review each benchmark on the Illinois PaCE Framework and consider:
• Addressing CCRIs
• Administration support and/or approval
• Available resources
• Needs of the student population
• Partnerships within community
• Potential costs
• Who should/needs to be involved in framework development

• Schools and districts can request a PaCE Framework Development 
Workshop or customize a PaCE framework on their own

27



Establish a Framework 
Development Team

• Only necessary if customizing a PaCE Framework
• Consensus should be reached among the team about:

• Which benchmarks to include on the framework
• Which grade levels each benchmark should be assigned

• Potential members to include, but not limited to:
• Counseling staff
• School/district administration – curriculum directors, principal, 

superintendent 
• Teachers – middle/junior high and high school from different departments

28
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PaCE Implementation Process
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Establish an Implementation 
Team

• Implementing PaCE requires collaboration across a range of professionals 
within the school, district, and community

• The team will work collaboratively to continually assess, address, and 
implement programing that aligns with their framework 

• Involving a variety of school/district/community partners on the 
Implementation Team ensures:

• Unique needs of the student population are being addressed
• All available school/district/community resources are identified and considered
• Students are exposed to college and career readiness concepts by various staff members 

working in different capacities

30



Potential Implementation Team 
Members

• Effectiveness of PaCE implementation depends on the team 
involved

• Potential members to include, but not limited to:
• Counseling staff
• School/district administration – curriculum directors, principal, 

superintendent 
• Teachers – middle/junior high and high school from different departments
• Community college partners
• 4-year college/university partners
• ISACorps member
• Local business partners

31



PaCE Implementation Process

Step 1: 
Take an Inventory

Step 2:
Prioritize Gaps

Step 3: 
Action Plan

32



Step 1: Take an Inventory 

• Assess what is currently being done within your school/district to 
meet each benchmark on your framework (Illinois PaCE or 
customized)

• Identify areas of strengths and areas in need of additional support
• When taking an inventory, consider:

• Which benchmarks are currently being met?
• How well/effectively are benchmarks being met?
• Which benchmarks are not currently being met?

33



Step 1: Take an Inventory Worksheets

34www.isac.org/pace/il-pace-resource-materials

https://www.isac.org/pace/il-pace-resource-materials.html


Step 2: Prioritize Gaps

• Prioritize how to fill gaps identified after Step 1
• For each benchmark:

• Document any activities that are currently being done to meet the 
benchmark

• Brainstorm potential activities to improve or expand what is currently 
being done

35



Step 2: Prioritize Gaps Worksheet

36www.isac.org/pace/il-pace-resource-materials

https://www.isac.org/pace/il-pace-resource-materials.html


Step 3: Action Plan

• Develop an action plan for implementing the current and potential 
activities involved with each benchmark

• Address: the who, where, what, when, and how involved with 
implementing each benchmark

• Solidify the logistics involved with implementation 

• Ensures that the activities agreed upon in Step 2 are put into action

37



Step 3: Action Plan Worksheet

38www.isac.org/pace/il-pace-resource-materials

https://www.isac.org/pace/il-pace-resource-materials.html
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Resources and Support Options
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Illinois PaCE Website

• Materials and resources to support 
PaCE are available online, including:

• Descriptions of PaCE support options
• Implementation support & worksheets
• Customized framework examples
• Upcoming in-person trainings and 

webinars

40https://www.isac.org/pace/index.html

https://www.isac.org/pace/index.html


Illinois PaCE Student Checklist

• Corresponds to the Illinois PaCE 
benchmarks

• Written in student-friendly language 
• Designed to help students prepare 

for life after high school
• Divided by grade level (9 – 12)
• Each grade level includes action 

items for career, money, and college

41www.isac.org/pace/documents/PACE-Student-Checklist.pdf

https://www.isac.org/pace/documents/PACE-Student-Checklist.pdf


PaCE Support Request Form

• A request form must be 
submitted for any of the ISAC 
PaCE Support options

• We offer in person and virtual 
options! 

• Available online at isac.org/pace

42www.isac.org/pace/pace-request-form

http://www.isac.org/pace/pace-request-form


PaCE Implementation Guide 

• Provides extensive guidance on adopting 
and implementing a PaCE Framework

• Components of guide:
• Building understanding with stakeholders 
• Developing a plan for implementation 
• Executing the implementation plan
• Best practices for how to build a team of 

stakeholders

43www.isac.org/pace/il-pace-resource-materials

http://www.isac.org/pace/il-pace-resource-materials


PaCE Framework Development 
Workshop

• Facilitated process of customizing a PaCE Framework
• Only for schools/districts customizing a framework

• 2-3-hour timeframe
• Framework Development Team is required to schedule a workshop
• Workshop outcomes:

• Copy of customized PaCE framework formatted to match the Illinois PaCE 
Framework

• Customized PaCE implementation worksheets
• Continued ISAC Support

44www.isac.org/pace

http://www.isac.org/pace


PaCE Implementation Support

• Series of three, one-hour meetings with ISAC and the 
school/district implementation team

• Work with the implementation team to understand and complete 
the Take an Inventory, Prioritize Gaps, and Action Plan worksheets

• Upon completion of the meetings, the school/district 
implementation team will be equipped to implement their 
framework (Illinois PaCE or customized)

45

www.isac.org/pace/pace-support-and-training

https://www.isac.org/pace/pace-support-and-training.html


PaCE Implementation Leader 
Training

• While implementing PaCE is a team effort, having a team leader 
helps to keep the PaCE implementation efforts on track 

• Leaders serve as liaisons between ISAC and the implementation team
• PaCE Implementation Leader Training provides:

• An in depth understanding of all the steps involved in the PaCE implementation 
process

• Best practices for implementation 
• Knowledge of PaCE resources that help support the PaCE benchmarks

46www.isac.org/pilt

http://www.isac.org/pilt


First Generation Scholars 
Network

• To join the First Generation Scholars 
Network (FGSN), students can click 
the JOIN NOW! button on the 
Student Portal

• Joining allows students to:
• Connect with an FGSN mentor
• Find an FGSN program on campus
• Join “check-in” events with other first-

generation students
• Services are free!

47studentportal.isac.org/FirstGen

https://studentportal.isac.org/web/guest/student/?p_p_id=Student_WAR_Studentportlet&_Student_WAR_Studentportlet__facesViewIdRender=/views/isacorpsFirstGenScholarsNetwork.xhtml#fgsn


Thank You!

Questions?
Meghan Chrum

Meghan.Chrum@illinois.gov or isac.pace@illinois.gov! 

Sign up for ISAC’s e-Messaging service to receive the latest news and 
updates at www.isac.org/emessaging

October 28, 2020
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