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Course Overview
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Illinois Works was created as a result of Governor Pritzker’s 
historic $45 billion capital plan and his commitment to expanding 
equity in the Illinois’ construction workforce. This exciting new 
initiative will create opportunities for Illinois businesses, 
communities, and families.

During this course you will be provided with an overview of Illinois 
Works, it’s three key programs, and the Illinois Works Job 
Program Act.
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By the end of this training, learners will be able to:
⮚ Art icula te  the  m is s ion of DCEO.

⮚ De scribe  the  re la t ionship be twe e n DCEO and Illinois  
Works .

⮚ De scribe  the  thre e  ke y program s  im ple m e nte d as  a  
re sult  of the  Illinois  Works  Job P rogram  Act .

⮚ Re vie w the  Illinois  Works  P re -appre nt ice ship P rogram  
Not ice  of Funding Opportunity re ce nt ly re le ase d.

Course Objectives 
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This Session is Being Recorded

5



CEO.ILWorks@Illinois.Gov 
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Section 2: Welcome & Introduction

By the end of this section, you will be able to: 

⮚ Use  the  We be x fe ature s  and funct ions  to  fully 
part icipate  in the  t ra ining.

⮚ Ide nt ify what  you hope  to  le arn from  this  
t ra ining. 



Webex Tutorial

⮚ Mute/Unmute

⮚ Stop/Start Video (your camera)

⮚ Chat

⮚ Raise Hand

⮚ Emojis



Comments, feedback, or questions?

Email us at:

CEO.IllinoisWorks@Illinois.Gov 
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⮚ Your Name

⮚ Organization/Agency

⮚ Role

Introduction to 
Illinois Works and Its 

Programs 
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Program Engagement ~ Mentimeter

Access the website: www.menti.com
Enter: 4911 5617



Question:
“What do you hope to learn?”
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CEO.ILWorks@Illinois.Gov 
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Section 3: Illinois Works

By the end of this section, you will be able to: 

⮚ Art icula te  the  m is s ion of DCEO.

⮚ De scribe  the  re la t ionship be twe e n DCEO and 
Illinois  Works .

⮚ Explain the  act ions  of the  Illinois  Ge ne ral 
Asse m bly in the  pas s ing of the  Illinois  Works  
Jobs  P rogram  Act .

⮚ Lis t  the  thre e  ke y program s  be ing 
im ple m e nte d by Illinois  Works . 
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Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity ~ Website

Link: https://www2.illinois.gov/dceo/Pages/EconPlan2019.aspx

Illinois Economic Plan Executive Summary and Full Report
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Illinois Economic Plan Executive Summary & Full Report



18

Illinois Economic Plan PDFs
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Illinois Works ~ Unique and Innovative Model 



Question:
“What has the potential to make a workforce development 
initiative vulnerable?”
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Department of Commerce & Economic 
Opportunity

The Office of Illinois Works

Illinois Works Jobs Program Act
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Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity ~ Website



Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity

The Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity (DCEO)
mission is to support and maintain a climate that enables a strong
economy for our customers - taxpayers, businesses, workers and
communities - by keeping, attracting and growing businesses,
maintaining a skilled workforce, and enhancing communities so that the
climate here is one in which businesses, small and large, and their
workers, can succeed to the greatest extent possible.
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Question:
“Who does the DCEO serve?”

25



26

Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity ~ Website
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Illinois Works Jobs Program Act ~ Webpage



The Office of Illinois Works

Illinois Works was created as a result of Governor Pritzker’s historic 
$45 billion capital plan and his commitment to expanding equity in the 
Illinois’ construction workforce.

⮚ Data shows that the construction industry and the trades have not
been accessible for diverse communities.

⮚ Fewer than 10% of apprenticeships are extended to women and
minorities.

⮚ The Illinois Works Jobs Program Act was intentionally designed to
increase equity and opportunity in capital construction jobs.
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Illinois General Assembly

The Illinois General Assembly is the bicameral legislature of the U.S. 
state of Illinois and is comprised of the Illinois House of Representatives 
and the Illinois Senate.

The Illinois General Assembly passed the (30 ILCS 559/) Illinois Works 
Jobs Program Act on June 28th, 2019. Through the Illinois Works Jobs 
Program Act the Illinois General Assembly appropriated funds for the 
pre-apprenticeship program.

29



Illinois Works Jobs Program

The Illinois Works Jobs Program Act is a statewide 
initiative to ensure that all Illinois residents have access 
to state capital projects and careers including, in the 
construction industry and building trades. 
The goal is to provide contracting and employment 
opportunities to historically underrepresented 
populations in the construction industry.

30



31

Illinois General Assembly ~ Webpage
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IL Works Job Program Act PDF
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IL Works Job Program Act PDF
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Illinois Works Apprenticeship 
Initiative

Illinois Works Pre-Apprenticeship 
Program

Illinois Works Bid Credit Program

The DCEO Office of Illinois Works, with the support and partnerships of 
communities, building trades, and the construction industry, will deliver 
three key programs:



Data

The construction industry and the trades have
not been accessible for diverse communities -
with fewer than ten percent of apprenticeships
extended to women and minorities.

35



Illinois Works Jobs Program

The intent of these key programs is to expand apprenticeship opportunities, with a 
targeted focus on underrepresented populations.

An expansion of apprenticeship opportunities will help boost employment and 
wages for more Illinois residents. It will also yield significant benefits for our 
economy at large since the construction sector is projected to grow 12% in the next 
ten years. 
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Illinois Works Jobs Program

⮚ On average, jobs in this sector pay $18 per hour to apprentices enrolled in
DOL registered apprenticeship programs, and $32 per hour to those that
successfully achieve journey worker status.

⮚ Investments in job training in the construction industry result in significant
long-term economic impact totaling $1.2 billion.

⮚ For every dollar invested in construction job training, Illinois obtains $11 in
social and economic returns.
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Illinois Works ~ Case Scenario
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CEO.ILWorks@Illinois.Gov 
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Section 4: Illinois Works Programs

By the end of this section, you will be able to: 

⮚ De scribe  the  Illinois  Works  Appre nt ice ship 
Init ia t ive .

⮚ De scribe  the  Illinois  Works  P re -
Appre nt ice ship P rogram .

⮚ De scribe  the  Illinois  Works  Bid Cre dit  
P rogram .
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Illinois Works Apprenticeship 
Initiative

Illinois Works Pre-Apprenticeship 
Program

Illinois Works Bid Credit Program

The DCEO Office of Illinois Works, three key programs:
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Illinois Works Apprenticeship Initiative



Illinois Works Apprenticeship Initiative

The Illinois Works Apprenticeship Initiative opens doors of opportunity into the 
construction industry and the trades. It applies to public works projects with 
an estimated cost of $500,000 or more, including both capital grants and 
direct capital contracts and awards. 

The goal is for U.S. Department of Labor certified apprentices to perform: 

⮚ 10% of total labor hours actually worked in each prevailing wage category

or

⮚ 10% of the estimated labor hours in each prevailing wage category, 
whichever is less.



Illinois Works Apprenticeship Initiative

Appropriated 
Capital Funds

$500,000 
or more

State contribution > 
50% of Project, 10% 
apprenticeship goal 

applies to all prevailing 
wage eligible work on 

project. 

State contribution < 
50% of Project, 10% 
apprenticeship goal 

applies only to 
prevailing wage eligible 

work funded by 
appropriated funds. 

less than 
$500,000 

Total project cost > 
$500,000  & State funds  

> 50% of cost, 10% 
apprenticeship goal 

applies to all prevailing 
wage eligible project 

work.

Total project cost > 
$500,000 and < 50% 
funded by the State, 
10% apprenticeship 
goal does not apply. 



Definitions

⮚ “Public Works” 

⮚ "Appropriated Capital Funds”

⮚ "Project"
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Agency Responsibilities

⮚ Determine if the Apprenticeship Goal might apply to the project.

⮚ Ensure the grantee/contractor completes the Budget 
Supplement. 

⮚ Monitor grantee/contractor compliance with apprenticeship goals.

⮚ Review Waiver/Reduction Requests.

⮚ Upon completion of the grant/contract, collect certification and 
submit it to DCEO Illinois Works Office. 
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Illinois Works Apprenticeship 
Initiative

Illinois Works Pre-Apprenticeship 
Program

Illinois Works Bid Credit Program

The DCEO Office of Illinois Works, three key programs:
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Illinois Works Pre-Apprenticeship Program



Illinois Works Pre-Apprenticeship Program

The Illinois Works Pre-Apprenticeship Program creates a qualified talent 
pipeline to fill job opportunities with diverse candidates. This program delivers 
pre-apprenticeship skills training through a network of community-based 
organizations. 

Participants will attend tuition-free and receive a stipend and other supportive 
services to help address systemic barriers preventing them from entering the 
construction industry.



In summary, the program provides:

⮚ Pre-apprenticeship skills training through a network of community-
based organizations.

⮚ Preference to underrepresented populations that have historically 
encountered barriers to entry or advancement in the trades.

⮚ Free Tuition and a stipend to participants who attend the program.

⮚ $25M appropriated Illinois Works Funds for the grant program. 
50

Illinois Works Pre-Apprenticeship Program
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Illinois Works Apprenticeship 
Initiative

Illinois Works Pre-Apprenticeship 
Program

Illinois Works Bid Credit Program

The DCEO Office of Illinois Works, three key programs:
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Unique and Innovative Model 



Illinois Works Bid Credit Program

The Illinois Works Bid Credit Program incentivizes contractors to hire 
and retain a diverse pool of candidates. It allows contractors and 
subcontractors to earn bid credits by employing apprentices who have 
completed the Illinois Works Pre-apprenticeship Program. Bid credits can 
be used toward future bids for public works projects contracted by the 
State of Illinois or an agency of the state.



In summary, the program provides:

⮚ The Illinois Works Bid Credit Program allows contractors and subcontractors 
to earn bid credits for use toward future bids.

⮚ Bid credits can only be earned for employing apprentices who have completed 
the Illinois Works Pre-apprenticeship Program on public works projects 
contracted by state agencies.

⮚ DCEO will determine the bid credit earning rate by rule. The rate will be 
published and may include maximum bid credits allowed per contractor, per 
subcontractor, per apprentice, per bid, or per year.

⮚ The Illinois Works Bid Credit Bank will be established and administered by 
DCEO. DCEO is developing a mechanism for tracking the bid credits. 54

Illinois Works Bid Credit Program
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Apprenticeship Initiative Emergency Rules PDF
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Apprenticeship Initiative Emergency Rules PDF
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Illinois Works Program Goals:

⮚ Provide a career pathway for residents in disadvantaged communities.

⮚ Provide eligible apprentices with the skills for lifelong job security.

⮚ Promote construction as a viable job industry for women and minority
communities.

⮚ Provide the construction industry with a consistent skilled workforce for
generations to come.

⮚ Create new partnerships between state agencies and community
organizations.



Question:
“If Illinois Works is successful in achieving its goals, what 
impact will it have on Illinois communities?”
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Illinois Works ~ Case Scenario
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CEO.ILWorks@Illinois.Gov 
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By the end of this section, you will be able to: 

⮚ Acce s s  inform at ion about  the  DCEO Not ice  of 
Funding Opportunity (NOFO).

⮚ Acce s s  the  GATA P re -qualificat ion t ra ining. 

⮚ De scribe  the  inform at ion available  from  the  
Illinois  Works  P re -Appre nt ice ship NOFO 20 21 
we bs ite .

⮚ Download the  Illinois  Works  P re -
Appre nt ice ship P rogram  NOFO. 

Section 5: DCEO Notice of Funding 
Opportunity (NOFO)
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Release of NOFO PDF
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Release of NOFO PDF
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GATA Pre-qualification ~ Website 
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GATA Pre-qualification  
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Illinois Works Informational Sessions
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Illinois Works Pre-Apprenticeship NOFO 2021 ~ Website
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Illinois Works Pre-Apprenticeship NOFO 2021 ~ Website
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Illinois Works Pre-Apprenticeship NOFO 2021 ~ Website



71

Illinois Works Pre-Apprenticeship NOFO 2021 ~ Website
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Illinois Works Informational Sessions
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Illinois Works Pre-Apprenticeship NOFO 2021 Application ~ Website 



Illinois Works ~ Case Scenario
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CEO.ILWorks@Illinois.Gov 
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Feedback ~ We want to hear from you



Thank You!
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