TPS FOR
VENEZUELANS FAQ

On October 3, 2023, the Department of Homeland
Security published a Federal Register Notice
announcing the extension and redesignation of
Venezuela for Temporary Protected Status (TPS)

for 18 months.

Where should | direct new arrivals with specific
questions about TPS?

Those with questions about TPS should be directed
to a statewide program called lllinois Access to
Justice (A23J). Call 1-888-708-6-A2] to find a legal
service provider in your area. ilaccesstojustice.com

What is Temporary Protected Status (TPS)?

TPS is a status designated by the US Department

of Homeland Security (DHS) that people from

certain countries can apply for if their countries are
affected by war, natural disasters, or other conditions
that make it dangerous to return. TPS temporarily
protects people from being deported to their
countries of origin during a specific period of time,
usually 18 months. People with TPS can also apply for
Employment Authorization Documents (EADs) (work
permits) that will allow them to work legally during
those time periods. People with TPS can also apply for
“advance parole,” which allows them to travel outside
the US and return.

Who qualifies for TPS?

TPS is available only to people from certain countries
designated by DHS who have been in the US since
certain dates. Most recently, DHS announced an
updated designation of Venezuela so that people
from Venezuela who arrived in the US on or before
July 31, 2023, may be eligible to receive TPS. Certain
people from 15 other countries might also be eligible
to apply for TPS if they arrived in the US before

dates specified by DHS. Please see this chart for
further details on which countries qualify (“Original
Designation” and “TPS Redesignations (if any)”
columns provide list the date by which one must have
arrived in the US to be eligible).

When are TPS applications open?

The application period for Venezuelans who arrived
between March 8, 2021, and July 31, 2023, is open
from October 3, 2023 to April 3,2025. TPS application
periods for people from other countries will vary.
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Does TPS lead to permanent
legal status and US citizenship?

TPS does not make anyone eligible for permanent
resident (green card) status or US citizenship. To
qualify for a green card, an immigrant must be:

1) sponsored by a family member who is either a
US citizen or permanent resident, 2) sponsored

by an employer, or 3) qualify for asylum or other
humanitarian protections that lead to permanent
status. People with TPS can still apply for asylum
or any other immigration benefit for which they
qualify.

Are there any reasons why
someone might not be approved?

Someone can be denied TPS if they cannot prove
that they were in the US before the registration
period ends (for Venezuelans, July 31, 2023). TPS
can also be denied if someone has been convicted
of certain crimes, was involved in torture or
persecution of others, or commmitted certain other
immigration violations.

How does one apply for TPS (and EAD)?

The application for TPS is the 1-821 form, which

can be filed by mail or in many cases online. The
application is 13 pages long, including several
pages that ask detailed questions about the
applicant’s immigration history, criminal record,
and involvement in torture or persecution of
others. People who want an EAD must also file an
[-765 form, which also can be filed by mail or online.



https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/10/03/2023-21865/extension-and-redesignation-of-venezuela-for-temporary-protected-status
https://www.canva.com/link?target=https%3A%2F%2Filaccesstojustice.com&design=DAFnaXHEXmo&accessRole=viewer&linkSource=document
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Rv8SHysewBQwec1H5AIKjICW76x_duBu/edit
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/document/forms/i-821.pdf

What documents are needed
to apply for TPS (and EAD)?

Both the TPS and EAD applications require
additional documentation, including identity and
civil documents, travel records, proof of continuous
residency, and more. Detailed information about
required documentation can be found here.

How much does it cost to
apply for TPS (and EAD)?

The application fee for TPS (using the 1-821 form)

is $50. The fee for EAD (using the 1-765 form) is
$410 plus an $85 biometric fee for most applicants.
Someone applying for TPS and a work permit at
the same time would need to pay a total of $545.
People who cannot afford these fees can ask DHS
to waive the fees by filing for [-912. I-912 fee-waiver
forms must be filed by mail.

How can | support folks who'd like to apply?

e Start by ensuring that folks have the correct information on their eligibility — only Venezuelans who arrived in
the US before July 31,2023 are eligible.

e Next, work with eligible individuals, including children, to compile documents and supporting materials for
applications; information on necessary supporting materials is included above.

e |f eligible individuals would like to move forward on the TPS/EAD process themselves, please feel free to
direct them to this resource guide which lists national and statewide immigration legal services agencies
that may be able to support them*

e Some folks may require further assistance. For anyone who is not able to lead the process on their own,
please stay tuned for further information from the State of lllinois on an upcoming TPS Application
support system.

Please ensure that eligible individuals are careful of notarios and scams. A notary public
*CAUTION: in the U.S. is not the same as a notario in Latin America or other countries. A notary public
in the U.S. cannot give legal advice or provide representation in immigration cases. Only a
licensed attorney or accredited representative can provide legal help with immigration or other legal matters.
Eligible individuals should help from reputable nonprofit organizations or attorneys.

The information provided in this flyer does not, and is not intended to, constitute legal advice.
All information is for general informational purposes only.
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https://immigrantjustice.org/sites/default/files/content-type/services/documents/2023-10/I-821_Initial_TPS_Venezuela_English_2023-10-05.pdf
https://icdichicago.org/resources/

