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Message from the Director

This fall, lllinois and the Department of
Commerce and Economic Opportunity
(DCEO) have great news to share with you.

Governor Pat Quinn announced lllinois’
unemployment rate dropped from 9.2 to 6.7
percent - the fastest decline in the entire
country in the last 12 months.

We are excited to announce corporate relocations and

expansions downstate and in the Chicago suburbs, and ridesharing
giant, Uber, is expanding its Chicago regional headquarters, creating
420 new jobs.

On the technology front, incubator hub 1871, ranked as one of the
best business incubators in the world, and Chicago was named the
number two city for fast-growing small businesses. And Park Forest
Maker Space was one of 50 winners in a first ever nationwide Growth
Accelerator Fund competition.

Finally, our disabilityworks program received a $2.5 million award
from the U.S. Department of Labor to improve employment
opportunities for adults and youth with disabilities.

Through these efforts and many more, DCEO continues to work hard
to create jobs and improve economic growth throughout the state.

This month's highlights include:

' Hydro

The Name Behind Pump Performance
Courtesy of Hydro, Inc.

In September, Governor Quinn visited Hydro, Inc. in Chicago to
discuss the state's ongoing economic recovery. lllinois'

2

Visit www.illinois.gov/dceo

Why lllinois | Newsletter | Incentives | Locate in lllinois | Small Biz Assistance | Regional Assistance

In this Issue

Governor Quinn Visits

Hydro as lllinois'
Unemployment Rate Continues
to Drop

Uber Announces Major
Chicago Headquarters
Expansion and 420 New Hires

AFCO Industries to Open Mfg
Facility in Southern lllinois

1871 Ranks 9th in World in
Survey of Business Incubators

Diesel-Maker Weichai to
Expand in Rolling Meadows

Chicago - National Leader in
Fastest Growing Businesses

Park Forest Wins National
Growth Accelerator Fund
Competition

DCEO Awarded $2.5 Million
Federal Grant to Expand
Disabilityworks Program

Stay Connected

_fl¥]in|&

Miss last month's newsletter?
Click here for past issues



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5Q9GSXdGPSUkxUR7qeVdwpJZuEoZkcnw9Rw_kK1z_WgXQZc-mFX_yIhO4on8zQLIqoJeXuMwnE3zwl3ym2WVi3WubN_magrp-wrkgKpWau4KDLDegIRhaHzL6G4SwWet8g==&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5Q9GSXdGPSUknp6YP0zB1KifWYONM0csICigE96Pia4Cpg8gkY3wj34O9bSCO54rHYtNS-lBGVXcFX52Sq00sfmQp50ATxKi7a_7W3ZGz_gocIcdxKGJOfeqD28_EQrqNnHSlvHULE5DbGiRTYarFasUF9VfF8jFpKXofBglVTGS&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5Q9GSXdGPSUkYFWtclvPcOhPKFhDBCtfPG5_gZq0WxZDqIcY8j_GAOALb7ds9_4I2-UgnDV_S1PpkOf5f79HvpPc4Ujfg0B-ePoULBqSSoM8kIrwRhy974PQXv6L1sUrtFlO7R2wrSU3qsF39E3OZ32IYy5nlxDEkQjjlElkQgLV&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5Q9GSXdGPSUkDUQU3iRtCxXdbTxSlgfkZlpCpD8gqm4kxqH6eVCbZA0LKJed9ouQkb-7-_fJfg4hElVrUYno2NThyMcEwaYwuOHuGmoZPql6nU0zopAFha1zSxZkS9u8luZIShtms5Fn63d8SjUrQHU68A3R_14ABvwYz_CHdVcbj_oc_Jt3o8xb7AZf3-Onzw==&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5ZGdqLdRXhND_i-np5JowPc_E3PwMixQIstRiwffWezbFAtb5cg4BMtT3bRqBhIZ5EZuGglCVL4SGfHRuifso3aekWHsLf1YAy0FTbbuQXX9aPvZxlF_qzqpfgSb3rZQSuRLhHMlyVWXyaNip_CleQNKQORd-bc08VCUh1GwoFKKypC1KHmFLRhYX_bz4Pt-9x2j5UkWwytlebKHUCXnTMA=&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5Q9GSXdGPSUk73lqY4DUiWmzgeff4uzzIrxy1MlfiQmSB6zp72Sp7oNTx7tQeo8ZWzfiobSOJcuYWCDnnnVCl5dCdKMXvaP5U9nXfMwUHgnGEn_87LnxHf1r9RodQu6pICuMlMkC4JAQTOV03MEfxOoh8QOlJwgM1tWXaXFSEYyZ68OPvYsAUzw=&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5Q9GSXdGPSUkwsK_8XmOUDjrQy0d75dKVXOqhNWIEAIYmshj4Wr_uWH69sI0x1fN87tIQSd73yZIb1IGE70ruM6EFgVhw_Jf2KUgDlX6j-8UoEnx0BAKGnM4FbOxkxLrooN9rKvnxXMdGlMYxBOSoMcp8y7XcC6TdDDzuhjyhapzs_BhwkBchJ6ZS7_0MlW0rItPQ4s3-hYPHEGWr5VdnJdOREFyTWhovw==&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5ZGdqLdRXhNDwUYBEcI7EdTmEX8aledGnAARG9NK_yXf0NdWOizmCKyorGPkXn9ZEF42V_lG9pVYUarrDBnJR2oE9cvdoCcHC3nO0ypAxhJw6qc6dlBBgOC_WuJX-yu09BdBLgQyizzlKeR9_jX9bm7-UHXjGycwE-BQ6w0s-T7q8WQTigHJqbtU9q3zUFwRll4oYW0fshYQZ6GOcilnhT0=&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5ZGdqLdRXhNDwUYBEcI7EdTmEX8aledGnAARG9NK_yXf0NdWOizmCKyorGPkXn9ZEF42V_lG9pVYUarrDBnJR2oE9cvdoCcHC3nO0ypAxhJw6qc6dlBBgOC_WuJX-yu09BdBLgQyizzlKeR9_jX9bm7-UHXjGycwE-BQ6w0s-T7q8WQTigHJqbtU9q3zUFwRll4oYW0fshYQZ6GOcilnhT0=&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5ZGdqLdRXhNDwUYBEcI7EdTmEX8aledGnAARG9NK_yXf0NdWOizmCKyorGPkXn9ZEF42V_lG9pVYUarrDBnJR2oE9cvdoCcHC3nO0ypAxhJw6qc6dlBBgOC_WuJX-yu09BdBLgQyizzlKeR9_jX9bm7-UHXjGycwE-BQ6w0s-T7q8WQTigHJqbtU9q3zUFwRll4oYW0fshYQZ6GOcilnhT0=&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5ZGdqLdRXhNDwUYBEcI7EdTmEX8aledGnAARG9NK_yXf0NdWOizmCKyorGPkXn9ZEF42V_lG9pVYUarrDBnJR2oE9cvdoCcHC3nO0ypAxhJw6qc6dlBBgOC_WuJX-yu09BdBLgQyizzlKeR9_jX9bm7-UHXjGycwE-BQ6w0s-T7q8WQTigHJqbtU9q3zUFwRll4oYW0fshYQZ6GOcilnhT0=&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5ZGdqLdRXhNDGERfb6cxJ45H8047gNU3VCYWZJMPBXv3S_kmCKt1oqvxVUnpRqLN0czIpxKWZPrCEkMh4apCvL2nFZ7SLLC098QvROLVabaVvtZmbBH2BbyvaVmzmIEqP4FyoXPprNz361k0pwTarB_ZB3sm7ezujnkVEuhHtCdBY9ftBb-SJy2dI4Qbb-Hj249w4B-UxpKyghehq2tJl6U=&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5ZGdqLdRXhNDGERfb6cxJ45H8047gNU3VCYWZJMPBXv3S_kmCKt1oqvxVUnpRqLN0czIpxKWZPrCEkMh4apCvL2nFZ7SLLC098QvROLVabaVvtZmbBH2BbyvaVmzmIEqP4FyoXPprNz361k0pwTarB_ZB3sm7ezujnkVEuhHtCdBY9ftBb-SJy2dI4Qbb-Hj249w4B-UxpKyghehq2tJl6U=&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5ZGdqLdRXhNDGERfb6cxJ45H8047gNU3VCYWZJMPBXv3S_kmCKt1oqvxVUnpRqLN0czIpxKWZPrCEkMh4apCvL2nFZ7SLLC098QvROLVabaVvtZmbBH2BbyvaVmzmIEqP4FyoXPprNz361k0pwTarB_ZB3sm7ezujnkVEuhHtCdBY9ftBb-SJy2dI4Qbb-Hj249w4B-UxpKyghehq2tJl6U=&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5ZGdqLdRXhND48ifYnEZCc9FnvpvAM7j-_u_5kFj_JbcpQ_AJaOd8LI9RN9wH3aDG5GXAbG-D-GDxBEYarD77pnYL_DFJ5p61jn2FNpcmzeqm2QjqaaIVKusGKQZZuRzPCDZBflAI2DSeRR3NOaLgaC4o8InSryce4waE1mcKlZKoPi6VrhiAGZx7aDInYrNk2YV4i_2GFtu8mShvAlIldw=&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5ZGdqLdRXhND48ifYnEZCc9FnvpvAM7j-_u_5kFj_JbcpQ_AJaOd8LI9RN9wH3aDG5GXAbG-D-GDxBEYarD77pnYL_DFJ5p61jn2FNpcmzeqm2QjqaaIVKusGKQZZuRzPCDZBflAI2DSeRR3NOaLgaC4o8InSryce4waE1mcKlZKoPi6VrhiAGZx7aDInYrNk2YV4i_2GFtu8mShvAlIldw=&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5ZGdqLdRXhNDKSqsg70cJI1X6q_fLU4RELLfQ-k2w9AYN7M5GbLBPCpVtb4_iF42_YmoRcuwZmWV4chkwMAMFsdUF4isHgX0WrkF1nua-VB0Mc6s39RlqPjjJQg2hXdQYaG5zp2zXze6nikw7_sI6XhZPJ6XwNe5aJToxaEtM4XblRfbhzbrxp65nvi7IFHONplMi4q126pY&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5ZGdqLdRXhNDKSqsg70cJI1X6q_fLU4RELLfQ-k2w9AYN7M5GbLBPCpVtb4_iF42_YmoRcuwZmWV4chkwMAMFsdUF4isHgX0WrkF1nua-VB0Mc6s39RlqPjjJQg2hXdQYaG5zp2zXze6nikw7_sI6XhZPJ6XwNe5aJToxaEtM4XblRfbhzbrxp65nvi7IFHONplMi4q126pY&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5b-zlZaGXIJzW3kXArzrqfJfFRAbD5WYjaP5uFFZzcXA14jvifkbOSwvq6APWnwCjiq1xt0LTkY2sHDpJswfz2wUeDoyeUFEfMux-qsTcQz33waWpebPLMl73vc3y8hWe0G3CMTLiZhx_QmfLvZkpqQ2Y0axpHZKcerJjiRds3BY5e-JyCwSH6Q=&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5b-zlZaGXIJzW3kXArzrqfJfFRAbD5WYjaP5uFFZzcXA14jvifkbOSwvq6APWnwCjiq1xt0LTkY2sHDpJswfz2wUeDoyeUFEfMux-qsTcQz33waWpebPLMl73vc3y8hWe0G3CMTLiZhx_QmfLvZkpqQ2Y0axpHZKcerJjiRds3BY5e-JyCwSH6Q=&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5ZGdqLdRXhNDA13veopv-w0D1ny5RD7-vYtInioXxGEeIthDvZjsUTsro8K7ogu7t_6JWnVLf8hcMMZCP_QH4vwzJHbXNCJV45RVhdDXaCcnyrvqLM-6v28bK-ynjOvSBwttTYlu1ce8xsWLB0dqG4lX5U3COU8TpMNk1ZeYyXryrsUqwT1NI7UqZmR1IqUOCjnu0Mo7RiCq8d4iVrnFKZ8cjQpl6GAyO3vABORB0Y_iPTmlR1vXolZqi6YcD7xGJHJ2mpeiG6uFGaM5ktNMQLTywutz1nLXIuxSDdVRfKGLVBPLa063QJSQPBlztF8Mg5FULd9yvj8Jl5CSaPg2gKyW8QHutZVTxgi9QOWnkLCTRfpXPMNDjhlIytCKcDqTJEL6t4hjLPkTry1NY42UcXCbvB3v2TDi7IGcBjHMm6FzbXDp_dJfrXc=&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5ZGdqLdRXhNDA13veopv-w0D1ny5RD7-vYtInioXxGEeIthDvZjsUTsro8K7ogu7t_6JWnVLf8hcMMZCP_QH4vwzJHbXNCJV45RVhdDXaCcnyrvqLM-6v28bK-ynjOvSBwttTYlu1ce8xsWLB0dqG4lX5U3COU8TpMNk1ZeYyXryrsUqwT1NI7UqZmR1IqUOCjnu0Mo7RiCq8d4iVrnFKZ8cjQpl6GAyO3vABORB0Y_iPTmlR1vXolZqi6YcD7xGJHJ2mpeiG6uFGaM5ktNMQLTywutz1nLXIuxSDdVRfKGLVBPLa063QJSQPBlztF8Mg5FULd9yvj8Jl5CSaPg2gKyW8QHutZVTxgi9QOWnkLCTRfpXPMNDjhlIytCKcDqTJEL6t4hjLPkTry1NY42UcXCbvB3v2TDi7IGcBjHMm6FzbXDp_dJfrXc=&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5ZGdqLdRXhNDJ0owxCmh1zORG1P6ftfB2QH7hCYSSjZWAzXJL4xU2pl9qhx494VVIvLvtdrejxKv3SkSdk_Q-xjXZNrlS16yniHSm5jlidWNv3La3fwrpK3wIwWNdw_CJFnRnFReADOf-Hn9zGbrmbUKZhu5MgnokKsgUpC3KTEHodXJmV185hOsJ9tY1wKfh9fGZcnXpSKv6nXwoXIvF0XePSsvhYCZyXGtExuLcFF_ITd-w9OU2b8=&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5ZGdqLdRXhNDJ0owxCmh1zORG1P6ftfB2QH7hCYSSjZWAzXJL4xU2pl9qhx494VVIvLvtdrejxKv3SkSdk_Q-xjXZNrlS16yniHSm5jlidWNv3La3fwrpK3wIwWNdw_CJFnRnFReADOf-Hn9zGbrmbUKZhu5MgnokKsgUpC3KTEHodXJmV185hOsJ9tY1wKfh9fGZcnXpSKv6nXwoXIvF0XePSsvhYCZyXGtExuLcFF_ITd-w9OU2b8=&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5ZGdqLdRXhNDJ0owxCmh1zORG1P6ftfB2QH7hCYSSjZWAzXJL4xU2pl9qhx494VVIvLvtdrejxKv3SkSdk_Q-xjXZNrlS16yniHSm5jlidWNv3La3fwrpK3wIwWNdw_CJFnRnFReADOf-Hn9zGbrmbUKZhu5MgnokKsgUpC3KTEHodXJmV185hOsJ9tY1wKfh9fGZcnXpSKv6nXwoXIvF0XePSsvhYCZyXGtExuLcFF_ITd-w9OU2b8=&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5ZGdqLdRXhNDtYkgfAG3xS1DASCjw3bo-QErt4QwfOezE0htcPmRn0BB0EVcnUD5LDG0ZTFpBoUW69g9TVZxQEvv5i0t3Btf9eKbxQEEqllILnt_EDM1c5IT1WTRk9n5KRoIZsaV-s4FYOBKgbH4orhxnfskzlK58QFqsJW765gF&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5ZGdqLdRXhNDtYkgfAG3xS1DASCjw3bo-QErt4QwfOezE0htcPmRn0BB0EVcnUD5LDG0ZTFpBoUW69g9TVZxQEvv5i0t3Btf9eKbxQEEqllILnt_EDM1c5IT1WTRk9n5KRoIZsaV-s4FYOBKgbH4orhxnfskzlK58QFqsJW765gF&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5ZGdqLdRXhNDtYkgfAG3xS1DASCjw3bo-QErt4QwfOezE0htcPmRn0BB0EVcnUD5LDG0ZTFpBoUW69g9TVZxQEvv5i0t3Btf9eKbxQEEqllILnt_EDM1c5IT1WTRk9n5KRoIZsaV-s4FYOBKgbH4orhxnfskzlK58QFqsJW765gF&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5Q9GSXdGPSUkYFWtclvPcOhPKFhDBCtfPG5_gZq0WxZDqIcY8j_GAOALb7ds9_4I2-UgnDV_S1PpkOf5f79HvpPc4Ujfg0B-ePoULBqSSoM8kIrwRhy974PQXv6L1sUrtFlO7R2wrSU3qsF39E3OZ32IYy5nlxDEkQjjlElkQgLV&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5Q9GSXdGPSUkIkJi-ZbjjbjQfuNziocNZ7rvXrMK85MXUJEvSEwl93Vfrn7VLi4BOA5msB2mNY5NHAd9oWEVdUMA94YJ2yaniLyHO4dBwR4G_MuFNio2Y5zQxQQQzobnm5pfkxyOfa67Aq2IVaUN8ivPO8Tzg2VFvg==&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5Q9GSXdGPSUk6h8HgIaV09khnlaYWbcnje_6VnCB-h2BqviEvQSKwyM-z03rcLW_W5zmixLzvfEkB7LKpzPelvcXnmvW3Vpg8K2k5m01tgJjXWfLmwgvLcSW-FYDF5JqtrV0eqiTTVVn&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5Q9GSXdGPSUkTYHH-Poo-XLA4p7Qp5V9JuNOBHGsQB6eB79c2SZR1oC9Me4FYUF-kMGKbPZ2RXNmrrsPCoEqKy4mqT3UHoI_YsCTXJs5t4ig0aNdB_mZn9HqkrGcKeQ0qPUDAc5vrXia&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5Q9GSXdGPSUkVOOmKMerWoidywfns_nYNBFniQDp-Ch_kHuiR-fd5B0M8tU_9F1bcJAc0ae4cPBTZur7yrCeQ05Wf5wg6iL2iQjNZ8f-g5PCsoY23XEQUmpYJp7plL3gOazLFo-EoS3FshpOI5MgAkI=&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5Q9GSXdGPSUkYFWtclvPcOhPKFhDBCtfPG5_gZq0WxZDqIcY8j_GAOALb7ds9_4I2-UgnDV_S1PpkOf5f79HvpPc4Ujfg0B-ePoULBqSSoM8kIrwRhy974PQXv6L1sUrtFlO7R2wrSU3qsF39E3OZ32IYy5nlxDEkQjjlElkQgLV&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZuAmlHB5LFJndXz5Y1Fhv3zaT_eQrzuavSqnwqGQcZu8rNgg4WIx5ZGdqLdRXhND_MIdP1cuxF5MMIL2kQJ-qg2KKwQT0zSxPSFTk94icfBqk3Mn8hBPOwyF7WoFm9Kvr_K2FDM9E2E55pN2K7du3N-CoaUlh0xnGLlNmAROlyw=&c=_bo0dcJDJ7LHRxIvAvy-IH9te3_WqzCi-TwyKdVkJ45CSVJo9JZTgw==&ch=VjuXcBV5riRmZzk6vXoBtLs088_NQVGdf2c7xhruOjweartzyx3Vbg==

unemployment rate dropped to 6.7 percent in August, its lowest
level since August 2008. Click here for the press release.

"Hardworking women and men across our state are back on the job
and these numbers are proof that lllinois' comeback continues,”
Governor Quinn said. "More people are working today than at any
time in the past six years and that is thanks in part to companies
like Hydro who are staking their future right here in the Land of
Lincoln."

lllinois' unemployment rate fell in August for the sixth consecutive
month to 6.7 percent while employers created 13,800 jobs,
according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics and the lllinois
Department of Employment Security. The number of people
employed in lllinois remains above six million, continuing a 2014
trend that has seen more people working in this state than at any
time since early 2009.

Formed in 1969 in Chicago, Hydro, Inc. is a global company and
the largest independent pump rebuilder in the world. The company
employs more than 170 people in Illinois and more than 430
worldwide. Hydro recently purchased a third storage facility on
Chicago's south side and is among the many lllinois-based
manufacturing companies that are taking advantage of the state's
central location, skilled workforce and strong business climate to
expand their operations and create jobs.
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Courtesy of Uber Technologies, Inc.

Governor Quinn and Uber executives announced the
ridesharing giant is moving forward to create 420 new jobs by
the end of 2016 in a major expansion of its Chicago regional
headquarters. Click here for the press release.

"Through innovation and job creation, Uber is helping drive lllinois'
economy forward," Governor Quinn said. "Uber's new expanded
headquarters will allow the company to continue its rapid growth
and serve its riders and drivers throughout Illinois. While we have
more work to do, Illinois is making a comeback and cutting-edge
companies like Uber are a key part of it."

Uber's Chicago office serves as the headquarters for the company's

Courtesy of Hydro, Inc.

2-80 Sutter St

Set pickup location

Courtesy of Uber
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Central Region that encompasses the Midwest, Texas and Canada.
The more than 80 full-time employees based in Chicago include
marketing managers, driver and rider support teams and operations
experts who service more than 40 Uber cities across 16 states and
provinces, including 11 in lllinois. Drivers who use the Uber platform
are independent contractors.

Having outgrown its current office in just three months, the regional
headquarters will move to a 56,000 square foot space at 111 N.

Canal, currently being remodeled for Uber and other tenants
including Twitter and Gogo Wireless.

3 AFCO
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Courtesy AFCO Industries, Inc.

Louisiana-based AFCO Industries Inc. is opening a $1.9 million
aluminum manufacturing facility in Olmsted that will create 19
full-time jobs. Click here for the press release.

"We are grateful for AFCO's commitment to southern lIllinois,"
Governor Quinn said. "Manufacturers like AFCO are major
contributors to lllinois' economy and support our local communities.
I welcome AFCO to lllinois, where our hardworking men and
women are second to none."

AFCO chose Olmsted, in Pulaski County, for customer access, cost § -
effectiveness and a quality workforce. Its building products are ‘//‘
featured in some of the nation's largest dealers, distributors and
home centers. Their aluminum components are used by some of Courtesy of AFCO
the best-known manufacturers in the United States.

The new facility along State Highway 37 will perform aluminum
extruding and painting operations, doubling its aluminum production
capabilities. The plant will have 19 full-time employees, with a goal
of adding a second and third shift.

AFCO was founded in 1946 and is one of the nation's leading
building products manufacturers. With plants in Alexandria, La.;
Olive Branch, Miss.; and Pell City, Ala., AFCO employs
approximately 400 people.
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Courtesy of 1871

1871 was recently named one of the global top ten business
incubators following a survey of over 800 incubators across 60
countries. 1871 ranked 9th in the UBI Index list of Top Ten
University-Associated Business Incubators. The UBI

Index analyzes business incubators based on a wide range of
factors, including their value to members and overall economic
impact. Click here for the press release.

"Incubators like 1871 are helping to keep lllinois at the forefront of
innovation,” Governor Quinn said. "This ranking shows how
investing in the entrepreneurial community can pay dividends to our
economy, creating new businesses and jobs for years to come."

As a university-associated incubator, 1871 maintains close
partnerships with top universities in Chicago and around the world.
Northwestern University, University of Chicago, University of lllinois,
lllinois Institute of Technology and DeVry Education Group all have &
dedicated spaces at 1871 where students and faculty come to work

on their businesses and immerse themselves in Chicago's

entrepreneurial community.

Courtesy of 1871

1871 is an entrepreneurial hub for digital startups. Located in The
Merchandise Mart, the 75,000-square-foot facility provides Chicago
startups with programming, access to mentors, educational
resources, potential investors and a community of like-minded
entrepreneurs that help them on their path to building successful
businesses.

WEICHAI
HE o

Courtesy of Weichai Group

Weichai America Corp, a Chinese manufacturer of diesel
engines, is expanding their Rolling Meadows facility and adding
32 full-time jobs. Weichai (WEE'-chye) America will invest $8
million on facility improvements and equipment purchases at its Golf
Road location, as well as hire 32 new employees within two

years and retaining 21 jobs. Click here for the article.

Weichai America considered moving their operations to Canada, but
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factors such as lllinois' central location and highly-skilled workforce
swayed company officials to expand here.

Weichai America is part of Weichai Group, a manufacturer of
engines and other parts for cars, trucks and yachts.

Courtesy of World Business Chicao '

World Business Chicago noted that Chicago ranks second in
the nation for the number of fast-growing small businesses,
according to the recently released Inc. 5000 list. Click here for
the article.

Chicago is home to 95 companies on the list, outnumbering Atlanta,
Austin, San Diego, Houston, San Francisco, Dallas and Denver. And
five Chicago businesses are among the top 500 fastest growing in
the nation. Only New York City has more businesses on the list.

The Inc. 5000 represents a comprehensive look at one of the most
important segments of the economy - America's independent
entrepreneurs. Companies named to the 2014 Inc. 500 were
selected from a group considered to be the most competitive in the
list's history. To make the cut, companies had to have achieved a
minimum of 918.59% in sales growth over the previous three-year
period.

Chicago-based Max Digital was the highest ranked of the
Chicago businesses at #51 on the list with three-year growth of
5,483.1% and 2013 revenue of $6.6 million. Clich here for their Inc.
500 profile. Five other Chicago businesses ranked in the top 500
were: Insureon (#107), Paramount Lodging Advisors (#188), Protein
Bar (#200), Restaurantwave (#366) and AKTA (#414).
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In September, the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)
selected Park Forest Maker Space as one of 50 winners in the first
ever nation-wide Growth Accelerator Fund competition. Earlier in
May, the SBA had launched the $2.5 million competition for
accelerators and other entrepreneurial ecosystem models to compete
for cash prizes of $50,000 each. Click here for the press release.

The Growth Accelerator Fund competition attracted 800 applications
from across the country, and finalists were reviewed by a panel of
experts in entrepreneurship, investing and business plans from both
within the government and the private sector. Besides Park Forest, The
Good Food Business Accelerator in Oak Park was the only other
winner in lllinois.

The Park Forest Maker Space incubator is a resource for local
inventors, tinkerers, artisans, and students to learn about new ways of
making things, and to realize their dreams of starting a business or
qualifying for a good paying job at an existing manufacturer; and it is a
catalyst for a regional collaboration intended to strengthen and expand
the Chicago Southland's manufacturing base, train a skilled workforce,
and create opportunities for innovations in the making of things.

disabilityworks»

In September, the U.S. Department of Labor announced $14.8
million in grants to six states, including $2.5 million to
Illinois, to improve employment opportunities for adults and
youth with disabilities. Click here for the press release.

Grants are being awarded as part of the Disability Employment
Initiative (DEI), funded by the Department of Labor's Employment
and Training Administration and Office of Disability Employment
Policy. This is the fifth round of funding through the Disability
Employment Initiative, which now supports 37 projects in 26 states.

The awards will help expand the capacity of local American Job
Centers to improve employment outcomes for youth and adults with
disabilities by increasing their participation in existing career
pathway systems and programs that build on partnerships among
local educational institutions, businesses and disability advocates.

lllinois' disabilityworks program provides resources and tools for
individuals with disabilities, as well as employers, to achieve training
and employment goals. Click here for more information on our
program.
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Please pass this newsletter along, and be sure to connect with us on
social media for up-to-the-minute announcements on programs,
events and items of interest for businesses and job seekers across
the state.

We know that lllinois is a great place to live and work, which is why

millions of people call it home. With your help, we will make it even
better.

Sincerely,

Adam Pollet, DCEO Director @ Locate Your
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