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Objectives 

 Define Digital Badges 

 Describe Usefulness 

 Dissect the Components 

 Discuss How to Earn or Offer Digital Badges 

 Provide References for More Details 
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What Comes to Mind When  
You Think “Badges?” 

 Boy Scouts of America  

 Girl Scouts of America 

 Police  Officers 

 Fire Department Personnel 

 Military 

 Games 
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Tribal Language of Digital Badges 

 Portability 

 Granular 

 Issuer 

 Backpack 

 Displayer 

 OBI  
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Definition of Digital Badge 

Visual representation of what an 
individual knows and a means to 
demonstrate in granular detail 
the depth of learning that was 
acquired. 
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Key Players of Digital Badging 

Mozilla –  

 http://openbadges.org/  

Pearson (Acclaim) 

https://www.youracclaim.com/  

Others into emerging market 
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Structure of Digital Badges 

 Issuer 

 Backpack 

 Displayer  
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Who Offers Digital Badges? 

 High Schools 

 Colleges and Universities 

 Learning Organizations 

 Companies 

 Any Organization 
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Value of Digital Badges 

 Evidence-Based 

 Granular 

 Portable 
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Badges… 
Certify, Validate, Commemorate 

  
NYC Department of Education 

validates the development of 

essential college and career 

readiness skills for thousands 

of students. 

The Smithsonian offers limited 

edition digital badges for 

participation in unique 

educational events, programs 

and activities 
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Details of Digital Badges 

 Title 

 Objectives 

 Outline 

 Specific Examples of 
Learning 

 Outcomes 

 View Full Details 
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Who Benefits from Using Digital 
Badges? 

 Traditional  
learners of various 
ages  

 Adult learners in 
fast track 
programs/cohort 
programs 

 Employers 

 Issuing 
Organizations 
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Add to your digital resume! 



Why Now? 

 Innovative 

 In front of 
emerging 
market 

 Pipeline of 
adopters 
already in place 
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QUESTIONS 
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Sponsored by the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) 



Thanks to Norma Nerstrom 
FOR SHARING HER KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERTISE! 

NNERSTRO@HARPERCOLLEGE.EDU  
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