UNITED STATES CENSUS BUREAU - STATISTICAL AREAS

The United States Office of Management and Budget (OMB) delineates metropolitan and micropolitan
statistical areas according to published standards that are applied to Census Bureau data. The general
concept of a metropolitan statistical area is that of an area containing a large population nucleus and
adjacent communities that have a high degree of integration with that nucleus. The concept of a
micropolitan statistical area closely parallels that of the metropolitan statistical area, but a micropolitan
statistical area features a smaller nucleus.

Combined Statistical Area—A geographic entity consisting of two or more adjacent Core Based Statistical
Areas with employment interchange measures of at least 15.

Core Based Statistical Area (CBSA)— A statistical geographic entity consisting of the county or counties
associated with at least one core (urbanized area or urban cluster) of at least 10,000 population, plus
adjacent counties having a high degree of social and economic integration with the core as measured
through commuting ties with the counties containing the core. Metropolitan and Micropolitan Statistical
Areas are the two categories of Core Based Statistical Areas.

Employment interchange measure—A measure of ties between two adjacent entities. The employment
interchange measure is the sum of the percentage of workers living in the smaller entity who work in
the larger entity and the percentage of employment in the smaller entity that is accounted for by
workers who reside in the larger entity.

Metropolitan Statistical Area—A Core Based Statistical Area associated with at least one urbanized area
that has a population of at least 50,000. The Metropolitan Statistical Area comprises the central county
or counties containing the core, plus adjacent outlying counties having a high degree of social and
economic integration with the central county or counties as measured through commuting.

Micropolitan Statistical Area—A Core Based Statistical Area associated with at least one urban cluster
that has a population of at least 10,000, but less than 50,000. The Micropolitan Statistical Area
comprises the central county or counties containing the core, plus adjacent outlying counties having a
high degree of social and economic integration with the central county or counties as measured through
commuting.

2010 Standards for Delineating Metropolitan and Micropolitan Statistical Areas
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2010-06-28/pdf/2010-15605.pdf




ILLINOIS - Core Based Statistical Areas (CBSAs) and Counties
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