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Test of Adult Basic Education 

TABE 11 & 12

Deadlines for Illinois Implementation 

❑ Adult Education programs began using TABE 11 & 12 July 1, 2018. 
Full implementation is required by January 1, 2019.

❑ Title 1 programs are required to use TABE 11 & 12 as of January 1, 
2019
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TABE 11&12 Overview

TABE 11 & 12 Format

❑ There are three sections: Reading, Math, and Language. 

❑ There is only one length; no longer will there be a choice between using 
the survey or the complete battery form.

❑ TABE 11 & 12 has approximately 40 questions per section.

❑ The Locator test is slightly longer to make it more predictive in placing 
customers into the new TABE 11&12. 

❑ The Math test is now comprised of one test; split into calculator and 
non-calculator sections.



11/14/2018

3

TABE 11 & 12 Alignment

❑ TABE 11 & 12 is 100% aligned to the College and Career-Readiness 
Standards (CCRS).

❑ The TABE 11 & 12 has strong alignment to all three high school 
equivalency (HSE) exams. 

TABE 11 & 12 Technology Options

❑ TABE 11 & 12 features a new local scanning solution that supports 
automated data transfers, eliminating the need for hand-entry of 
data.

❑ An online testing platform is available.

❑ Special Learning Needs accommodations
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Requirements for TABE 11 & 12 

❑ Title 1 programs may administer the TABE Reading and/or 
Math

❑ For programs of study that cover a variety of 

subjects, the program may find it appropriate to 

assess customers with the TABE-Math 
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Scoring: Grade Equivalent vs. Scale Scores
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Scoring: Grade Equivalent vs. Scale Scores

Pre-testing / Post-testing

▪ Test publisher guidelines: 50-60 hours of instruction 

(participation) is recommended when alternating test forms 

between the pre- and post-test

▪ Test publisher discourages random and frequent testing as it 

will not present valid gain scores and could create a practice 

effect.

▪ Proper use of the Locator Test as a determinant of 

appropriate content level testing is also strongly 

recommended and is an integral part of the testing process.
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Use of the Locator test is required!

The Importance of Using the Locator

❑ TABE 11 & 12 was designed and validated with the Locator in use, so it is very 
important to follow the proper procedure.

❑ It is vital to use the Locator to ensure the appropriate level TABE Test is given.

❑ Skipping the Locator will most likely result in having to retest the customer, which 
leads to test fatigue due to overtesting.

❑ The Locator gives the customer an opportunity to practice before taking the actual 
TABE Test.
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Word List

◼ Used as a screener for customers 
you suspect won’t succeed on the 
Locator and may need to be placed 
directly into Test Form L

◼ Remember that Form L is 
consumable and must be proctored 
(Form L is not available online)



11/14/2018

8

TABE 11 & 12 
Mathematics Blueprint Overview

Test Content
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TABE 11 & 12 Literacy (Level L) 

❑ Content of the literacy level test stresses the integration and 
application of instructional skills in contexts meaningful to adult 
examinees. 

❑ TABE 11&12 measures literacy with questions in:

▪ Foundational Skills

▪ Literary Texts

▪ Informational Texts

TABE 11&12 Literacy (Level L)

❑ Level L can be used to screen for:

▪ Visual/reversal problems

▪ Auditory skills/sound discrimination

▪ Beginning comprehension skills

▪ Beginning mathematics application skills

▪ Beginning grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling skills

▪ Vocabulary and word meaning

▪ Beginning reading skills
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TABE 11 & 12 Reading

❑ Content reflects mature, life- and work-related 
situations and highlights overlapping objectives, from 
word-meaning skills to critical-thinking skills.

TABE 11&12: Levels E/M/D/A Reading

▪ Reading skills are measured using texts and forms familiar to everyday 
adult lives, as well as through excerpts that reflect our cultural diversity

▪ Based on OCTAE CCR standards focused largely on informational texts (e.g. 
research, scientific, historical information)

▪ The previous focus on literary text (e.g. fiction, memoir, poetry) has 
significantly decreased
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TABE 11 & 12 Mathematics

❑ Content reflects math application in a coherent progression to 
prepare students for geometry, statistics and probability, 
algebraic thinking, expressions and equations, etc.

TABE 11&12: Levels E/M/D/A Mathematics

❑ Item sets are integrated by mathematical contexts appropriate for 
adults

❑ Different level math tests require the use of different calculators

▪ No calculator for Level L or E

▪ Four-function calculator for Level M

▪ Scientific calculator for Level D and A

▪ A calculator is only allowed on Part 2 
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TABE 11 & 12 
Blueprint Overview

Reading

Blueprints can be found on the TABE 11 & 12 website: 

www.tabetest.com/resources-2/testing-information/blue-prints/

TABE Reading Blueprint Overview Level D
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TABE Reading Blueprint Overview Level D

TABE Reading Blueprint Overview Level D
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TABE 11 & 12 
Blueprint Overview

Mathematics

Blueprints can be found on the TABE 11 & 12 website: 

www.tabetest.com/resources-2/testing-information/blue-prints/

TABE Mathematics Blueprint Overview Level D
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TABE Mathematics Blueprint Overview Level D

TABE Mathematics Blueprint Overview Level D
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TABE 11 & 12 
Mathematics Blueprint Overview

TABE Sample Test Items

Sample Test  Items and answer keys can be found at:

www.tabetest.com/resources-2/testing-information/tabe-1112-practice/

Sample Questions – Level E Reading

http://www.tabetest.com/resources-2/testing-information/tabe-1112-practice/
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Sample Questions – Level M Reading

Sample Questions – Level D Reading
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Sample Questions – Level A Reading 

Sample Questions – Level E Mathematics
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Sample Questions – Level M Mathematics

Sample Questions – Level D Mathematics
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Sample Questions – Level A Mathematics

TABE 11 & 12 
Mathematics Blueprint Overview

TABE Online 
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Online Tools Training

41

Access the training 

here to view features 

of the TABE Online

Examinee Access

42

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://tabetest.com/students-2/tabe-1112/&sa=D&source=hangouts&ust=1524589280817000&usg=AFQjCNHHsuuTZTU01xiri_xEW8q1u3eFfA
https://wbte.drcedirect.com/TABE/portals/tabe
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Examinee Confirmation

43

Testing Interface
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46

Student Tools
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Student Tools (continued)

▪ Masking

▪ Text-to-Speech (English)

▪ Online Large Print

▪ Mark for Review

▪ Pause Test

▪ Ruler (inches and 

centimeter)

▪ Protractor

▪ Line Guide

▪ Highlighter

▪ Cross Off

▪ Magnifier/Zoom

▪ Sticky Notes

▪ Calculators

▪ Color Choices

▪ Contrasting Colors

▪ Reverse Contrast
47

Takeaways
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Takeaways

❑ TABE 11 & 12 now looks more like other standardized tests your 
customers take such as HSE exams.

❑ The increased rigor of TABE 11 & 12 aligns with the rigor of the college 
level training program expectations.

❑ Consider testing time and materials needed for intake of customers. 

Takeaways

❑ The Locator is important to the validity of the TABE 11 & 12. The 
Locator is also lengthened slightly to make it more predictive in placing 
students.

❑ Consider implementing the TABE Online test option for ease of use, 
increased accuracy, and interactive reporting platform.

❑ Customers and test administrators can use the Online Tools Training to 
become familiar with the online platform.
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TABE 11&12 Resources

Now available on tabetest.com:

◼ TABE 11&12 Blueprints

– www.tabetest.com/resources-2/testing-information/blue-prints/

◼ TABE 11&12 Sample Practice Items

– www.tabetest.com/resources-2/testing-information/tabe-

1112-practice/

◼ TABE 11&12 Online Tools Training

– www.tabetest.com/resources-2/testing-information/online-

tools-training/
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Questions/Comments?

http://www.tabetest.com/resources-2/testing-information/blue-prints/
http://www.tabetest.com/resources-2/testing-information/tabe-1112-practice/
http://www.tabetest.com/resources-2/testing-information/online-tools-training/
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Contact Information:

Bevan Gibson

Director, SIPDC

bgibson@siue.edu

618-650-2254

mailto:bgibson@siue.edu

