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Summary of Legislative
VJF Event
CONGRESSMAN BRAD SCHNEIDER
AND SENATOR MELINDA BUSH

Summary of Events
Virtual Job Fair events were held the week of 8/24/20 – 8/28/20.
Congressman Brad Schneider and Senator Melinda Bush hosted and
moderated each panel.
During these panels, employers explained their open positions and
company benefits. Attendees asked questions in the chat which were then
provided to the Congressman and Senator for the Q&A session. After the
Q&A, the American Job Center in Lake County provided a brief overview of
the resources on their site for attendees in the Lake County area to utilize.
SIU then provided a demonstration of the Get Hired IL website and the
different resources available for job seekers.

At a Glance
• Total Businesses: 25
• Total Attendees: 671
• Total Jobs
Represented by
Sector: 5,692
• Training Webinar
Attendees: 308

For nearly a decade, we have hosted a job expo in the Northern Suburbs to help hardworking individuals find not just
jobs, but careers. While the COVID-19 pandemic created an obstacle by not allowing for an in-person expo, I knew
helping residents find work was more important than ever. So many people throughout the community were put out of
work during this unprecedented time, but I am pleased to say we helped hundreds of them get back on their feet.
Congressman Brad Schneider and I, in partnership with a number of amazing state and local organizations, were able to
host nearly 700 participants. We are so grateful for the more than two dozen businesses who outlined their job openings
and benefits. Together, we were able to provide resources and help to individuals that may not have otherwise received.
Thank you to everyone involved. – Senator Melinda Bush
The COVID-19 pandemic has put so many people out of work and left them struggling to find a steady job. Now more than
ever, we need to be highlighting employers that can and want to bring on new employees. Our job fairs have over the
years connected hundreds with jobs, and I am so grateful we were able to adapt and overcome the challenges of social
distancing this year to continue those connections. I look forward to working with Senator Bush to continue to help those
in our communities seeking work. – Congressman Brad Schneider (IL-10)

illinoisworknet.com/virtualjobfairs

The Illinois workNet® Center System, an American Job Center, is an equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids & services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. All voice telephone
numbers may be reached by persons using TTY/TDD equipment by calling TTY (800) 526-0844 or 711. This workforce product was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment &
Training Administration. For more information please refer to the footer at the bottom of any webpage at illinoisworknet.com.
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Schedule / Attendees
Schedule

Training Sessions

Each day a different job sector was covered
with the following schedule:

In conjunction with the Virtual Job Expo events, the
following training sessions are being held (Note: # of
attendees will be updated after the training sessions):

•
•
•
•
•

8/24: Manufacturing
8/25: TDL
8/26: Healthcare
8/27: Professional Services
8/28: Other

•

9/1 – Discovering Your Skills and Interest to
Explore Career Opportunities: 90

•

9/2 – Illinois’ FREE Online IT Training Through
Coursera: 177

•

9/3 – Illinois workNet Service Finder and
Resource Guides: 41

Number of Employer Booths
per Session
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0

Number of Jobs Represented Based
by Sector
3,000
2,500
2,000
1,500
1,000
500
0

Number of Attendees per Session
160
140
120
100
80
60
40
20
0
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The Illinois workNet Center System, an American Job Center, is an equal opportunity
employer/program. Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with
disabilities. All voice telephone numbers may be reached by persons using TIY/TDD equipment by
calling TIY (800) 526-0844 or 711. This workforce product was funded by a grant awarded by the
U.S. Department of Labor's Employment and Training Administration. For more information please
refer to the footer at the bottom of any webpage at illinoisworknet.com. - October 2020

As a first-time virtual event job fair attendee, I found the event very well planned and executed. The
ability to reach out to potential employees during these extraordinary circumstances provided me
with the opportunity to expand my recruiting efforts and potentially hire qualified individuals while
still maintaining social distancing. Being part of a group of well-known and highly sought-after
employers was encouraging and inspiring. Hopefully, the impact on the individuals in the
community seeking employment during these uncertain times will continue to be a positive impact
for both the community and the employers. I look forward to participating in future events and am
encouraged that we will continue to be able to find qualified applicants through on-going job fair
events that Senator Bush and Congressman Schneider have sponsored. – Teanna Huston – General
Manager at Durham School Services

Interested in Setting up an Employer Booth with the Illinois
workNet Virtual Job Fair?
Add your booth today on this page.
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