IWIB Veterans Task Force Jump Start Project
This project will develop and pilot-test a new approach to professional networking that can be used by employers, service providers and veterans organizations in assisting Illinois veterans in getting jobs.  
This approach will use networking meetings, social networking and related tools supported by Illinois workNet including centralized resources for employers, service providers, and veterans including leading employer practices, translation tools, mentoring tools, and job readiness skills.  Illinois workNet is statewide web portal and program providing Workforce Investment Act (WIA) Universal Core Services through a virtual environment. It offers unique features, such as locally and geographically tailored information, that benefit individuals, businesses and workforce professionals.  The portal is dynamic with seamless access to third-party tools and supports the use of assistive technologies.

The Jump Start Project will build and support ongoing professional employer-to-veteran and provider and provider/mentor/peer to veteran networks organized around key sectors and/or existing veterans organizations and more informal veterans networks.  

The project will address the following barriers and issues identified by the Veterans Task Force on improving veteran employment transitions:

1. Improving translation of military skills and training to civilian employment --- using technology to develop centralized network of information and services to make these connections from technical, discipline, leadership, etc.

2. Job readiness  skills to get and retain employment.
3. Improving capacity of employers to recruit, hire and retain veterans
4. Employer engagement and response of providers including finding good intermediaries and getting them to respond and do effective recruitment and screening--- better results with less transaction costs

5. Connecting veterans  to employers--finding and connecting to employers

6. Connecting veterans with mentors to help manage the transition

This project will conduct pilot tests through two regional networking meetings supported by Illinois workNet:

1. Building and supporting network of employers and junior officers across all military branches in meeting  in Chicagoland area

2. Building and supporting network of employers in construction, transportation and logistics, and manufacturing in downstate Illinois

This project will build conduct networking meetings based on leading practices currently used by veterans networks and will develop Illinois workNet tools based on best practices and meetings with employers, veterans organizations, and providers in planning the pilot-test meetings.
