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Social Security 

Disability Benefits

Estimator

Webinar

May 23 & 27, 2011 

Presenters:

John Spears, HFS Bureau of Medical Eligibility & Special Programs

Ron Mulvaney, WIPA Program Director, IL Assistive Technology Program

• Goals and Challenges

• A New Way to Promote Resources and Services

• Illinois Disability Benefits Estimator on Illinois workNet

• brief demo

• Use in the Field

• WIPA perspective

• Q&A

Agenda

Illinois workNet

• Debunk ‘myth of losing benefits’ due to working 

• Provide ‘useful’ information to the many

• Target individuals on SSI/SSDI to increase access to planning 
assistance and services

• Increase visibility via Illinois workNet (search & traffic)
• Search engine optimization for “Illinois disability benefits” results 

with Illinois workNet on page1 of Google results (out of 685,000)

• Hundreds of thousands of registered users and workforce 
professionals can access the Estimator (in a familiar setting)

Illinois workNet

Estimator Goals
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• Limited time & budget

• Actual calculations require extensive time & information
• Opted to accommodate anyone’s situation and provide meaningful guidance with 

minimal use of financial details.  Other states’ calculators require extensive data entry 
(similar to taxes), take 30+ minutes to complete, and have significant annual costs.

• Designed Estimator as a promotional tool to reside on the 
Disability Resources pathway on IllinoisworkNet.com

• Ultimately, it’s all about beginning the conversation!

Illinois workNet

Estimator Challenges

http://www.illinoisworknet.com/estimator

Illinois workNet

Disability 

Resources 

Pathway:

Connect to work 

transition resources 

for adults and youth 

with disabilities.

The Time is Right!

Illinois workNet

Since the Ticket to Work Act began:

• Less than ½ of 1% of SSI individuals have ended benefits  

due to earnings ($674/ monthly SSI). 

• Why live on $674 when resources exist to live on more?

With improving economy, employers are looking to add 

employees–often part-time without benefits. 
• May be advantages for individuals with additional income and 

healthcare resources… 

Estimator promotes concept of increasing income:
• Especially for those already working

• Often with only a relatively minor impact on benefits
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• Make smart decisions about how employment affects 

benefits (SSI, SSDI, Medicaid)

• Beneficial work incentives, especially for individuals on 

SSDI/ SSI, make it worthwhile to look into going to work

• Promote potential resources to youths and their parents 

(who may be unaware of them and how to apply)

• Introduce individuals to lesser-known programs (HBWD, 
1619, and PASS plans) and how to connect to them

Helping to Make Better Informed Decisions

Illinois workNet

• Create interest in a conversation

• Make it easy for individuals to find a WIPA coordinator

• Solicit free, individualized benefits counseling to anyone 

on SSI or SSDI

Drive Traffic to the WIPAs

Illinois workNet

Illinois Disability Benefits Estimator – Demo

Illinois workNet
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• WIPA Program Directors:

– IL Assistive Technology Program,

Ron Mulvaney

– City of Chicago, Mayor’s Office for 

Persons with Disabilities, 

Lavonzell Paige

– IL Dept of Human Services, 

Teneshia Kuykendoll

Work Incentives Planning and Assistance (WIPA)

Illinois workNet

• WIPA Services are available to all SSA Disability 

Beneficiaries (SSI and/or SSDI) interested in employment 

- help persons make an informed choice about 

employment 

• WIPA services help SSA Disability Beneficiaries: 

- understand how working will affect their cash benefits

- avoid overpayments; plan for the future; increase 

income

Access to WIPA Services

Illinois workNet

• Impact of employment upon Medicare, Medicaid, Food Stamps, 

TANF, Subsidized Housing, and Veterans benefits

• A Benefits Analysis and/or Information and Referral

• Options available to maintain healthcare as each person pursues 

their highest level of self-sufficiency such as 1619;  QMB/SLIB; 

Health Benefits for Workers with Disabilities (HBWD)

• Help SSI eligible beneficiaries develop a Plan for Achieving Self-

Support (PASS) Plan to reach a work goal 

• Problem Solving to eliminate barriers to employment 

• Long-term Support (It’s an ongoing process!)

Overview of WIPA Services

Illinois workNet
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Next Steps

Illinois workNet

• Review the resources on the Disability Resources pathway

• Try the Estimator for Yourself!

• Direct customers to Illinois workNet from your website:
• Go to http://www.illinoisworknet.com/disabilityresources to start

• Share this information with your staff and partners 

that were not able to attend.

Disability Benefits Estimator Webinar 

Illinois workNet

Q & A

Find Us On: Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn

Ron Mulvaney: 800.807.6962 x5, rmulvaney@iltech.org

General Information - info@illinoisworknet.com

Website:www.illinoisworknet.com/estimator

Contact Information

Illinois workNet

http://www.illinoisworknet.com/disabilityresources
http://www.illinoisworknet.com/vos_portal/images/individual_BannerLogo.jpg
http://www.illinoisworknet.com/vos_portal/residents/en/admin/landing.htm?pred=http://www.facebook.com/home.php?
http://www.illinoisworknet.com/vos_portal/residents/en/admin/landing.htm?pred=http://twitter.com/ILworkNet
http://www.illinoisworknet.com/vos_portal/residents/en/admin/landing.htm?pred=http://www.linkedin.com/groups?about=&gid=2757195&trk=anet_ug_grppro
mailto:info@illinoisworknet.com
http://www.illinoisworknet.com/disabilityresources

