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State of Illinois Launches Microsoft Elevate America,
 Offering Free Computer Training Targeted to <Down and Out Workers>
Computer Skills Training Vouchers Available for Limited Time at <Location>
(CITY) – Residents looking to improve their computer skills and become more marketable during this economic downturn can apply for free Microsoft training vouchers at <location>. <Location> is a distribution center for the Microsoft Elevate America program, administered in Illinois by the Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) and other workforce development partners <, including (your network if different than DCEO)>. More than 50,000 Elevate America vouchers are being distributed statewide.
“<QUOTE SUCH AS> We are pleased to offer this additional service over the next few months as we have certainly seen a need for basic computer training in some of our classes for dislocated workers. Since we have a limited supply of these vouchers, we encourage our customers and people who maybe didn’t realize what services we had, to visit us soon to get signed up for a free voucher,” said <location representative>.

“High unemployment is a major concern right now. One way to address the issue is to offer training opportunities that are relevant to the workforce and educational needs of the community. The Microsoft Elevate America program will help get people retrained and back to work in 21st century jobs,” said Warren Ribley, Director of DCEO.

Starting today, the free vouchers can be applied to Microsoft online courses ranging from intermediate-level Office 2003 and Office 2007 to technology skills for IT professionals. Beginner technology skills training programs are also available for free without a voucher.
During their visit to <location>, voucher recipients will be registering with Illinois workNet, an online one-stop-shop that provides access to multiple worker resources across Illinois government at www.illinoisworknet.com. Then it’s as simple as getting a voucher code and going online to activate the voucher. Vouchers must be activated before October 31 but the coursework itself can be completed within one year. Elevate America also provides students with career resources to find internships and permanent jobs.

<Location> is one of more than 150 sites around the state that are offering the vouchers. A map of all locations is available at www.IllinoisworkNet.com. Participating networks include:

· Illinois workNet Centers throughout Illinois
· Community Technology Centers, including the Illinois and City of Chicago Digital Excellence network and affiliated non-profit agencies

· Community Action Agencies throughout Illinois

When the school year starts, these networks will also offer free vouchers:

· High School Career and Technical Education programs approved by the Illinois State Board of Education

· Illinois Community College System Career and Technical Education and Adult Education Network

<Background information on the location>
DCEO administers a wide range of economic and workforce development programs as the lead state agency responsible for creating and retaining Illinois jobs and improving Illinois’ competitiveness in the global economy. More information is available on the statewide Elevate America voucher distribution program at www.illinoisworknet.com. 
To learn more about Microsoft Elevate America, visit: www.microsoft.com/elevateamerica. 
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