



March 15, 2010
Wayne Horne, Former Chair
Will County Veterans Asstance Board
604 Western Ave.
Joliet, IL 60435-7040
Dear Wayne Horne
I am writing to invite you to serve on the newly formed Veterans Task Force of the Illinois Workforce Investment Board (IWIB).  Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity Director Warren Ribley, pending IWIB approval, has asked me to Chair this significant undertaking.  The Task Force is charged with developing recommendations on how to better assist Illinois veterans in finding good jobs and career opportunities to fill critical needs in the Illinois economy.

Illinois veterans are facing major challenges and barriers in accessing education and training programs and finding good jobs and career opportunities throughout the state.   Our veterans have many skills that should be more effectively utilized to fill critical shortages in key sectors such as healthcare and energy.    Illinois must improve how workforce development programs serve the needs of veterans based on leading national, state and local models. We invite you to help make this a reality.  
Task Force members will include representatives from business; state and local veterans programs; state education and workforce agencies; local workforce investment boards and community-based organizations; secondary and postsecondary education; and labor unions and apprenticeship programs.  Members are asked to bring their expertise to bear in a collaborative effort to meet the following objectives:

• Compile a comprehensive profile of Illinois veterans and describe the challenges and barriers they face in entering education and training programs and employment.
• Identify education and training and employment opportunities that could potentially build on the current skills and training of veterans in healthcare, energy, and other sectors.
• Identify leading national, state and local programs that address the barriers facing veterans in participating in education and training and entering employment.
• Develop recommendations for improving workforce development programs and launching pilot projects based on leading models.

The Task Force will meet five or six times in both Chicago and Springfield and will issue final recommendations to the IWIB in December, 2010.    Members are expected to attend meetings and contribute their expertise toward meeting the aforementioned objectives in a collaborative effort.  The Task Force will hold its first meeting on April 30, 2010 from 10:00 A.M. to Noon in Chicago.   Members may attend via teleconference if necessary.  We will provide meeting location information and the meeting agenda to you in a follow-up e-mail.
To confirm your interest in joining this important endeavor and your plans to attend the April meeting, please contact Ray Williams at ray.williams@illinois.gov or 312/814-8428.  Thank you for your interest in this important endeavor.
Sincerely,

Stephen J. Konya III
Chief of Staff

Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity

cc:  Warren Ribley

       Kaitlin Fahey


       Therese McMahon

