
ñMeeting the ChallengeéTogetherò Illinois Workforce 

Development Conference

October 23, 2009



iBIO Institute

Mission

Å To provide education, training, and research in biotechnology to 
members of the business and educational communities and to the 
general public.  

Å Our goal is to help create a globally-recognized biotechnology center in 
Chicago, Illinois, and the surrounding Midwest region

Å Provides educational programs and training for:
ï K-12 and community college students

ï Members of the health and life sciences community, including entrepreneurs

ï People considering careers in the life sciences

ï The general public



Illinois is quietly making huge 

contributions to:

ÅIndustrial products and processes

ÅThe environment

ÅAgriculture

ÅHealthcare

Illinois is asserting leadership in 

biotechnology!



Biotechnology Defined:

The application of what humans know 
about biology to 

making products and services that help 
people and improve life



Where in Illinois is 

Bioscience 

Important to the Local 

Economy?



Companies and Research Centers



Biotech Corn*

* Many counties have more than 

one type of bioscience activity



Biotech Soybean*

* Many counties have more than 

one type of bioscience activity



Ethanol (Biotech Fuel)

All counties with 

Ethanol production 

also contain life sciences 

firms, research centers, corn 

production, and/or soybean 

production



ÅSize of employment measures:

ïNone

ïSmall

ïSizable

ïLarge 

ÅSectors: pharma, medical devices, agriculture related 

products, and basic research and testing

ÅOnly IL and CA have ñsizableò or ñlargeò 

employment in all four categories! 

2006 Battelle Memorial Institute study examined the 

composition, size and geographic distribution of the 

biosciences



Agricultural Applications Employment


